January 19, 2014

The Honorable Sam Johnson

United States House of Representatives

Chairman on the Subcommittee on Social Security
Ways and Means Committee Office

1102 Longworth House Office Building
Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Johnson:

My name is Veronica Mayer, a resident of Arlington Texas, a person with disabilities, and social justice
advocate. In 2005 and 2007, | was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. | was determined to be disabled in
May 2008 and have been receiving SSDI since April 2009. And | have been under medical review since
December 2012.

| am writing to you regarding the hearings related to Social Security Disability Insurance Benefits. What
are the proposed measures to detect fraud but protect those with legitimate claims?

As | review the various press releases and media articles, | do not see any quotes from citizens like me.
It seems as if citizens who are educated (I have two Master’s degrees) and earned ‘high pay’ (540k+) are
penalized if we need to work part-time. And we’re still paying federal income tax, state income tax,
Medicare, and Social Security. My perception is we’re paying into a system we cannot utilize.

At no time have | ever had any malice intention to defraud the system that | have paid into for 20 years.
My plan was to return to financial self-sufficiency by 2013. | have determined, in order to repay the
proposed overpayments, | would have to earn $2700 per month. And | would have to earn $3300 to
include my student loan debt. Unfortunately, an increase in hours worsen my symptoms.

One of the biggest obstacles to having a diagnosis like Multiple Sclerosis is getting the public and Social
Security Administration to understand it. The symptoms are tailor-made to each person, arbitrarily,
with no way to know when it’s coming or how long it will last. So ‘very flexible’ part-time opportunities
are the only other means of income. A lot of us have medical expenses that are about 33% of our SSDIB.
On a daily basis, we have to make decisions between basic necessities and medical care expenses.

| commend the Honorable Carolyn Colvin, Social Security Administration Acting Commissioner, the
Honorable Patrick P. O’Carrol Jr., Social Security Administration Inspector General, and the House Ways
and Means Subcommittee on Social Security on trying to make the system better. | hope it’s not to the
detriment of citizens like me. And | appreciate your time and hope for the best.

Respectfully

Veronica Mayer

1500 Nandina Drive, #421
Arlington, TX 76014-4220
817-781-8253
veronica.mayer@sbcglobal.net



