December 13, 2011

The Honorable John Boehner The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Boehner, Leader Pelosi, Leader Reid and Leader McConnell:

We are writing in support of the reforms in unemployment compensation included in HR 3630, the “Middle Class
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2011”.

HR 3630 includes a series of positive unemployment insurance (Ul) program improvements to reduce the
duration of unemployment, assist individuals in returning to work and assure program integrity.

The bill clearly codifies the fundamental provisions of the Ul program that individuals must be able to work,
available for work and actively seeking work as a condition of being paid unemployment compensation and
assures that unemployed workers are registered for and provided improved reemployment services to assist them
in returning to work.

The proposed legislation permits up to 10 states a year to conduct demonstration projects to expedite the
reemployment of individuals and improve the effectiveness of states in carrying out reemployment initiatives. It
also improves Ul program integrity by using effective benefit offsets to more efficiently collect overpayments to
improve the health of state and federal unemployment trust funds.

Recognizing the need to address the needs of unemployed workers who have been unemployed for extended
periods, the bill assures that program improvements provided for regular Ul claimants are available for long term
unemployed workers and expands the range of services to be provided for them, including labor market and career
information, skills assessment, and eligibility reviews.

We urge your support of these important Ul reforms contained in HR 3630.
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