
25 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001      p (202) 628-8787      f (202) 662-3510      www.childrensdefense.org 

 

 

 
 
 
May 1, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Dave Camp 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Sander Levin  
Ranking Member, Committee on Ways and 
Means 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable David Reichert  
Chairman, Subcommittee on Human 
Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Lloyd Doggett 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Human 
Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Dear Representatives Camp, Levin, Reichert and Doggett:  
 
 The Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) applauds the efforts of the Subcommittee on Human 
Resources and the full Ways and Means Committee to prevent child sex trafficking and improve 
opportunities for youth in foster care and supports H.R. 4058, the Preventing Sex Trafficking and 
Improving Opportunities for Youth in Foster Care Act approved by the Committee earlier this week. 
H.R. 4058 takes an important step forward in responding to the problem of child sex trafficking and 
identifying, reporting and collecting data on victims of sex trafficking and their involvement in the 
child welfare system, while also strengthening the child welfare system in ways that can help prevent 
children and youth in foster care from becoming victims of sex trafficking in the future.  
 
 We are very pleased that a number of CDF’s recommendations to strengthen the December 
discussion draft were incorporated in the final bill. H.R. 4058 will help ensure that child welfare 
agencies take a more active role on behalf of its children who become involved in child sex 
trafficking, ensure the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children will be notified when 
children are missing or abducted from foster care and engage youth in foster care 16 and older  in 
placement preferences.  We were disappointed that Section 204 of the bill to assist older youth in 
their transition from care, strengthen their ability to make it on their own, and thereby reduce their 
potential risk of becoming involved in trafficking was removed from the bill.  
 
 CDF urges the Committee to find a way to restore the requirements for assisting with the 
establishment of bank accounts for older youth and for ensuring certain youth receive a social 
security card, health insurance information and a birth certificate when leaving care as the bill moves 
forward toward final passage. It certainly appears unfair when a $12 million provision to help 
prevent youths involvement in sex trafficking was dropped due to cost.  Yet in the same session, tax 
extenders costing approximately $310 billion are approved with no offset.   
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Thank you again for the Committee’s efforts improve the lives of children in foster care and to prevent 
child sex trafficking. The Children’s Defense Fund looks forward to working with you to strengthen it 
further over the coming weeks.    
 
Sincerely yours, 

     
MaryLee Allen      
Interim Policy Director     
Director of Child Welfare and Mental Health   
mallen@childrensdefense.org; 202-662-3573  
 
 

 
Stefanie Sprow  
Senior Policy Associate, Child Welfare and Mental Health   
ssprow@childrensdefense.org; 202-662-3568 


