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Rep. Dave Camp, Chairman 
Rep. Sander M. Levin, Ranking Member 
U.S. House Committee on Ways and Means 
1102 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20515 

 
Apri115, 2013 

 
Re:  NAMA's Response to Small Business Tax Reform Proposals 

 
Dear Chairman Camp and Ranking Member Levin: 

 
As the nation's  largest trade association representing the $42 billion vending and refreshment 
services industry, NAMA applauds the recently introduced tax reform draft designed to make the 
tax code simpler and fairer for small businesses - the cornerstone of America's economy. NAMA is 
comprised of more than 1,700 member companies, many of whom are small, family-owned, multi- 
generational, businesses with three (3) or fewer employees. The proposals outlined in the tax 
reform draft will certainly inure to their benefit by easing the costs and burden of compliance, thus 
allowing them to continue to grow and support our recovering economy. 

 
According to the Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT), small businesses have drastically 
outperformed their large business counterparts in the past 17 years by generating roughly half of 
the total business income earned in the U.S. and over 65 percent of net new jobs. Unfortunately, 
complying  with  the  current  tax  code  can  be  both  complicated  and  burdensome  for  small 
businesses. According to research conducted by the National Federation of Independent 
Businesses (NFIB), "tax compliance costs are 65 percent higher for small businesses than for big 
businesses," and "compliance cost small-business owners $18-$19 billion per year'' - including 
paperwork costs totaling $74.24 per hour. These costs can be exorbitant for many small business 
owners, as they are usually forced to rely on professionals for tax preparation due to the tax code's 
complexities. 

 
NAMA urges the Committee to consider  the following issues when drafting  small business tax 
reform legislation: 

 
a)   Provide Permanent Expensing of Investments in Equipment and Property 
b)  Simplify and Expand Use of Cash Accounting for Small Businesses 
c)   Ease Tax Compliance for Business Tax Returns 

 
NAMA looks forward to participating in continued discussions regarding the two optional 
approaches to modernize the methods of taxation for pass-through businesses, such as 
partnerships and S- corporations. 

 
Simply put, compliance with the tax code ought to be easier and less expensive for small 
businesses. Each dollar that a small business can save in taxes and/or tax compliance can be 
reinvested into business expansion, hiring new employees, and strengthening our nation's 
economy. 
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Should your office have any questions about our position on this issue, our industry, or our 
members, please feel free to contact me or Eric Dell, NAMA's SVP of Government Affairs at the 
contact c     dinates provided below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cc: Dan Mathews, NAMA EVP & COO 
John Mitchell, Chair, NAMA Government Affairs Committee 
Eric Dell, NAMA SVP, Government Affairs 
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