Parents as Teachers.

April 8, 2014

The Honorable Representative Danny Davis
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Representative Davis,

| am writing to voice my concern regarding testimony for the April 2 House Ways and
Means Committee hearing on the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
(MIECHV) Program. In his written testimony, witness Jon Baron, President of the
Coalition for Evidence-Based Policy, included a direct negative reference to Parents
as Teachers (PAT), when he cited it as a program that “produced no important effects
one way or the other.” | believe we were singled out unfairly, and we would like the
opportunity to paint the full picture of the important results PAT has produced over the
last three decades and the critical role it plays in the MIECHV program.

Parents as Teachers has a strong 30-year history of providing parenting education
and family engagement services, and now reaches families in all 50 states and more
than 100 tribal communities. PAT's approach and curriculum support the most
vulnerable families and has demonstrated outcomes in child development and school
readiness, family economic self-sufficiency, positive parenting practices and
reductions in child maltreatment. PAT has been chosen by local communities and
agencies in 30 states and 13 tribes to provide these services with MIECHYV funds.

PAT delivers an evidence-based approach for home visiting and supports federal
investments in interventions that deliver results. Through its Home Visiting Evidence
of Effectiveness (HomVEE) review, the Department of Health and Human Services
conducted a thorough and transparent review of the home visiting research literature
and provided an assessment of the evidence of effectiveness for home visiting
program models that target families with pregnant women and children from birth to
age 5. Parents as Teachers meets the HomVEE criteria, with favorable outcomes in
four of the six measured outcome domains. PAT also had the lowest average cost per
family compared to several other home visiting models in a recent Mathematica Policy
Research study.

Additionally, Parents as Teachers’ MIECHV programs, along with three other models,
currently are being rigorously evaluated through the MIHOPE study. PAT also is
engaged in a rigorous evaluation of implementation in tribal communities through a
Department of Education Investing in Innovations grant. Finally, in addition to the
statistically significant results from four randomized control trials, we have 23 years of
independent evaluations of home-based PAT programs that demonstrate the
effectiveness of our approach, and local and state evaluations have found positive
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results in outcomes relevant to school success, including school achievement, attendance and out-
of-school suspension.

Unlike other models which serve only first-time moms, single parent or teens, PAT affiliates
engage with families in a much broader way. We work with families as early as during pregnancy
and on through kindergarten entry. Our program is culturally adaptable to work in many different
environments. In short, we engage with a broader array of families, in ways that are best-suited to
their family environment, and over a longer period of time, to ensure greater depth of knowledge
and increased likelihood of continued positive outcomes.

We could not be more proud of our history, our effectiveness with families, and our evidence-based
model.

Sincerely,

et

Scott Hippert
President/CEO
Parents as Teachers



