
April 12, 2013 
 
 
 
ATTN:  International Tax Reform Working Group 
 
Dear Representative Nunes and Blumenaur, 
 
I am writing to ask that the International Taxation Committee of the Ways & Means 
Committee for Tax Reform seriously consider the ACA proposal for reform to Residency-
based taxation RBT.  See link:  

http://americansabroad.org/files/6513/6370/3681/finalsubrbtmarch2013.pdf 
 
As one of nearly 7 million American citizens living, working and voting from abroad, and 
contributing to the economic growth of the U.S. economy, I believe the current Citizenship 
based taxation regime must be reformed.  Current tax policy is negatively affecting this 
important sector of American and their ability to compete for jobs, grow the US economy 
through international business and exports, and live overseas.  Current tax policy damages 
both individuals and the welfare of our country.    
 
We have been personally affected by this situation with an ever increasing level of stress, 
frustration and aggravation.  My wife and I were transferred from Denver, Colorado to 
Canada in 1983 by my employer for what was supposed to be a six-month assignment.  It’s 
now thirty years later and we’re still here.  We obtained Canadian citizenship in the 90s and 
have two daughters born in Canada, one in 1986 and the other in 1993.  All four of us have 
dual USA/Canadian citizenship. Since day one, we have been 100% compliant with all USA 
reporting requirements.  These requirements have evolved to the point that their complexity 
is overwhelming unjustifiable.  To try and provide a perspective of what’s so upsetting please 
note the following high-level overview of our situation: 
 

1. Last year, our professional accounting firm, BDO Canada, took the step of requiring 
us to sign a disclaimer saying they would not be held responsible for the outcomes of 
our USA tax returns, FATCA and FBAR filing report submissions. As an appendix to 
this letter, I have attached a portion of the letter we just received from BDO Canada 
regarding this year’s tax returns which will provide a reference point for their 
disclaimer requirement.  

 
2. The correspondence we receive from the Internal Revenue Service is years after the 

fact, comes without fair and reasonable explanation and is bewildering.  As an 
example, in March 2013 we received two separate notices that our 2009 returns were 
revised and that we could expect refunds of $3200.00 and $2.00 (it is a joint return!), 
which we have since received.  These come with no explanation other than a 
reference to the tax year. 
 

3. The amount of taxes we pay compared to the accounting fees we pay is absurd.  Just 
taking the last four years into account, our total taxes paid were just under $1800.00 
and our BDO Canada fees were over $50,000.  We can’t imagine what the cost must 
be for the U.S. government to process our returns. 
 

4. Our daughters, age 19 and 25, are unable to comprehend any rational for them 
needing to file annual tax returns, FATCA and FBAR reports and as parents, we are 
running low on reasons as well.  They are considering renouncing their USA 
citizenship which would be very upsetting to us and also serve no purpose to the USA 
public.  In fact, with the demographic trends predicted for the future, the USA may 

http://americansabroad.org/files/6513/6370/3681/finalsubrbtmarch2013.pdf


find itself regretting having lost so many of our daughter’s generation (children born 
abroad to USA parents) who gave up their USA citizenship out of despair.   
 

5. Our 2011 return which we sent in during the summer of 2012 was so thick that 
Canada Post wouldn’t send it registered.  It had to go “parcel post”. 
 

6. We are law-abiding people who desire to be model citizens.  We have raised our 
children in the same vein.  We do not understand what purpose is being served by 
treating us as if we’re guilty of something untoward and therefore burdening us with 
requirements that benefit neither us nor the USA. 
 

While we have spent the last thirty years living in Canada, we remain steadfast and patriotic 
to our American roots.  Our siblings and extended family all reside in the USA.  We travel to 
various states several times annually.  We vote and make every effort to be informed 
citizens.  We will most likely return to Colorado upon our retirement.  We have attempted to 
provide you with an over-all summary of our situation.  The details of our situation go on and 
on and on.  Please take into account the burdens being place on USA citizens living abroad 
and endure to make changes to the system to alleviate these unfair and unnecessary 
requirements. 
 
Please seriously consider the RBT proposal submitted by American Citizens Abroad (ACA).  
A move towards a residence-based system, like the rest of the world, not only would it be 
simpler and fairer for Americans living abroad, but it would actually bring in MORE tax 
revenue than the current system, which wastes compliance resources for very little return.  
RBT would increase United States exports strongly by facilitating American mobility in the 
global business environment of today’s world.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Wes and Patricia Campbell 
54 Auburn Sound View SE 
Calgary, Alberta T3M 1L2 
Canada 
403-201-2115 
wcampbell@wecarecanada.com 
 
Appendix:  BDO Canada letter to clients on U.S. Tax Compliance 
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BDO Canada : March 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


