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June 18, 2002

The Honorable Nancy Johnson

Chair, Subcommittee on Health
Committee on Ways and Means

1136 Longworth House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chalrwoman Johnson:

According to the 2002 National Osteoporesis Foundation (NOF) Osteoporosis Prevalence Report,
there are 33,100 men over 50 in your district who have osteoporosis or low bone mass.
Unfortunately, many of these men cannot receive needed bone density measurements to diagnose
this problem before a painful and costly fracture occurs because Medicare does not include most
men in their coverage of bone density screening.

Research and clinical observation has shown urologists that men with advanced prostate cancer are
a population that is at risk for osteoporosis (Daniel, HW: Osteoporosis After Orchiectomy for
Prostate Cancer. J Urol., 157: 439-444, 1997), This is because prostate cancer growth is spurred by
testosterone, a hormane that also regulates bone density. To slow the cancer growth, many patients

undergo androgen deprivation tharapy. Unfortunately, the resulting low testosterone levels put men
at risk for osteoporosis.

The World Heaith Organization and the NOF both recommend that men undergoing androgen
deprivation therapy get a bone density screening test, which is considered the best way to detect low
bone mass. However, under current Medicare law, these men cannot receive this test. These men
learn that they have osteoporasis only when they have a fracture. Allowing men with advanced
prostate cancer to recesive a bone density screening test would help them to take steps to prevent a

fracture if low bone mass is found. This would save these men much pain and suffering and save
the heaith system millions of dollars.

Reprasentatives Connie Morella and Shelley Berkley have introduced H.R. 585, the “Medicare
Osteoporosis Measurement Act of 2001" which would allow persons at clinical risk for osteoporosis
to receive this much needed screening. The AUA urges you to consider inclusion of this language in
any Medicare legislation considered by the Ways and Means Committee this year.

Sincerely,
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Winston K. Mebust, MD
President





