NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH ASSOCLATION

June 27, 2002

The Honorable leham Thomas ‘
Chairman, House Ways and Meams Commmee
U.S. House of Representatives - * | -

1102 Longworth House Office Buﬂding
Washington, DC 20515~ '

Dear Chairman Thomas: -
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1 would like to express the gratltude of the Natxonal Rural Health Association for the rural provisions
included within the Medicare MOdenuz:mon dnd Preacnptxon Drug Act of 2002 (H.R. 4954). We believe
this leglslauon represents an nnporta:nt stcp towerds mprovmg access, quality, and equity for rural’

health care m America:

As you well know wmany of the 61 mllhon people who live in tural Amenca have limaited access to health
care. Rural hospxtnls across the. country continue to struggle with the staggering loss of funding that ‘was
set into motion in the 1997 Balanced Budget Act. Although there is no snmple solution to the funding woes
of rural health care, this legisfation represents a good step towards ensuring that rural Americans have

access to health care locnlly, where it's needed most

We look forward to workmg thh ywur commmea in the future to address inequities thhm the wage index
payment methodology and enhnxmed payment mechanisms for critical access hospitals (CAHs) and rural
hospitals under 50 beds as mcluded withm the Rural Community Hospital Assistance Act (RCH).

The NRHA is a nauonal nonproﬁt membcrshlp organization that provides leadership .on rural healih issues.
The associstion’s mission is to-iiprove the health of rural Americans and to provide lcadership on rural

health issues through advocacy, commumcauons education and research.

The NRHA apprecmtes your: Ieadershxp on this 1ssue, and we Jook forward to working with you and the

committee in cfforts to mlprove hea.lth and health care of all rural Americans.

Smcerely.

Val Schott
President
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