STATE OF ALABAMA

Department of Industrial Relations
Mews For Immedints Beleage

Contact: Ron Macksoud, 334-242-8616

FEBRUARY STATE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPS TO 3.7 PERCENT

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, March 28,2008 ........ Unemployment in Alabama fell to 3.7
percent in February compared to 4.0 percent in January. In February 2007 the state recorded a 3.3
percent unemployment rate.

“'The February jobless figure represents 82,040 unemployed persons compared to 89,078 in
January, and 72,006 in February 2007,” says Tom Surtees, Alabama Department of Industrial Relations
director. “From January to February wage and salary employment increased 7,800, with a gain of 3,300
jobs in the government sector leading the way.

The comparable February U.S. jobless rate is 4.8 percent, a decrease from 4.9 percent in January.
The national rate in February 2007 was 4.5 percent.

Over the year there was a net gain of 18,000 wage and salary jobs in Alabama. The majority of
the annual growth occurred in trade, transportation, and utilities (+6,900), government (+5,900),
professional and business setvices (+4,400), educational and health services (+2,400), and construction
(+2,300). Manufacturing (-5,800) experienced the majority of job losses.

The lowest county unemployment rates for February are: Shelby (2.7 percent), Madison
(3.0 percent), Blount and Tuscaloosa (3.3 percent), and Houston and Baldwin (3.4 percent). The highest
county rates for February are: Wilcox (10.2 percent), Chambers and Perry (8.5 percent), Dallas
(7.6 percent), Bullock (7.3 percent), and Henry (7.2 percent).

The Alabama unemployment rate for March is scheduled for release April 18.

# # #

County unemployment rates, Metronolitan Area Unemployment Rates, and an Alabama map of county unemaioyment rates, are
! ¥ ¥

available at:  bitpdivslabama.gev. Glick on " Alabama Labor Market Information Division” under *Quick Links” & follow prompis.




FEBRUARY 2008 UNEMPLOYMENT DATA

)

Civilian Labor Force Employment Unemployment Unempioyment Rate
Prel Rev Rev Prei Rev Rev Prel Rev Rev Prel Rev Rev
Fel Jan Feb Feb Jan Feh Feb Jan Feb Feb Jan Feb
Area 2008 2008 2007 2008 2008 2007 2008 2008 2007 2008 2008 2007
Alabama (Seasonally Adjusted) 2,201,018 2216800 2172723 2118978 2130812 2100747 82040 89078 720080 37%  40% 33w
Alabama {Not Seasonally Adjusted) | 2.185420  2,204521  2165062] 2005579 2,108,637 2084152 89841 95884 80010 41%  43%  37%
Aulauga 24,847 25,057 24342 23,961 24,088 23,568 886 969 754 36%  39%  3.1%
Saidwin 82,643 83,281 80,756 79,819 80,270 78249] 2824 3011 2507|  34%  36%  31%
( Barbour T W% 737 779 53l Fi%  74%  5.i%
gty | 8,869 5.056 8845 8,497 8.555 55 T 401 33z|  42%  45%  3.8%
|Blount 26,848 27,001 26,841 25,962 26,139 26,011 387 952 830|  33%  35%  23%
C:gg@ck M 576 35 3255 3759 3760 757 517 573 89%  7.8%
[Butler 9,013 M TS — 8483 578 512 498 Ty 67%  5.5%
4 54,802 55,333 - —‘—W”’Egiggd 52,537 2149 2284 T EOUI TS 41%  37%
Hambers 15.451 16678 Tt dotag——— i Ey 14400 1,321 g B3%  5.7%
Srokee 12,117 12,108 11,777 11,556 11,590 11,305 B30 518 a72f  43%  43%  40%
Chiton 19,849 20,005 19,779 19,103 19,234 19,140 716 771 839] 36%  39%  32%
TRgods e [ ERe—Bre———Gwael 4895 402 a964]  go 262 75%  5.0%
(e 10,383 T0BIE— 10188 , TS 3 ~<S——"""550 i 6.3%  5.1%
M 5841 5979 6,150 5,490 5627 5,533 351 352 317 59%  5.2%
Clebur 5508 67567 €335 5265 5,308 5195 28T 268770} 39%  3.3%
Coffee 20,959 21,096 20,880 20,220 20276 20,059 738 a20 821 39%  39%
oibert 25,825 26,013 25,345 24,579 24,733 24,226 W % 49%  4.4%
GorEsum 4,956 922 - 45 380 281 70 7.7% 5.7%
Lo 9 4,704 473 4,42 - e —a8 267 TR 53%  6.2%
Covinglon 17.026 17115 6,962 16,245 16,284 16,323 780 T 49%  3.8%
Crenshaw 6,589 6,610 6,396 6,323 6,308 8,135 268 302 263  40%  46%  4.1%
Cullman 35,254 39,711 39,374 37,830 38,239 38,065 1,421 1,472 1309)  36%  37%  3.3%
Dale 20,587 20 20,446 19,819 74 19,662 8 582 186 37%  42%  3.8%
<wwg§§b{@ 372 14.235 T 1,168 128 T84T 8% 83%  7.0%
DeKalb 31087 7356 30,711 29,758 29,909 20424 1,313 1,477 1,287 T 47%  42%
Eimore 35774 36,034 35,127 34,508 24,693 33,972 1,266 1,341 11550 35%  37%  33%
Escambia 14,424 14,542 14,186 13.661 13,680 13,542 763 862 674  53%  59%  4.8%
Etowah 45,488 45829 45,504 43,429 43,656 43,526 2059 2,471 19680  45%  AT%  4.3%
Fayetle 7,391 7,480 7,428 6,997 7.072 7078 354 408 350  53%  55%  4.7%
Frankiin 13,508 13910 13,676 13,276 13,228 13.081 832 682 595  45%  49%  4.4%
Geneva 11,692 11,767 117180 34274 11334 11.31 418 433 408|  36%  37%  3.5%
dGreene *ﬁ_ﬂm@————’s'ﬁ 3,264 3,275 3,262 228 255 305] 7.2%  59%
7275 7347 7.251 6,924 6947 6,359 351 400 352 5.4% 4.9%
dHen W’T 7o 7253 7239 L 7 75%  39%
fiston 45,78 47,169 45,304 45,166 45,405 45,320 1,596 1754 7,484 - 3T%  3.2%
son 27,116 27474 28811 25,939 26,248 25,574 1,177 1,022 1237]  43%  44%  45%
4%/___"_ 317,029 DEH " RIE 73T 505,81 CITIRCEL I ViR HES%)  41%  36%
Lamar ey ERR 5565 5570 5,602 5520 359 3450 " 58% 60%  59%
?@% 43,426 43,855 42620] 41,556 41818 40,962 1868 2,048 1857 43%  47%  3.9%
(lawrence | .15 16,50 i5 - OTE T TTTees—— 742 T B24| By  48%  4.0%
Yree " 1 e84 66,974 64,517 64,477 64,004 AT EETS | 24T T 43%  34%
—{Limestone 123 37302 36146 35,812 36,032 34,985 1422 1300 L1s1l 38%  38%  3.2%
Qlown 4868 1528 474515 . 330 ARE 2150 . 7.0%) 78%  65%
Macon 8,924 9.024 8,721 3478 8423 8,316 506 601 405]  57%  B7%  486%
__nadi 167,159 168,707 163,331 162,145 163,144 158,404 5014 5563 4,927 __g% 33%  3.0%
Cﬁbbﬂ1 , , 7638 7,675 7,906 477 521 FEEEW  ba% 4%
Marion 12,914 13,125 12,808 12,222 12,344 12,203 592 781 615 54%  6.0%  48%
Marshall 41,357 41,670 41,290 39,903 40,123 39,928 1,454 1,547 1371]  35%  37%  33%
N %.-—»——x_ 185,230 186,774 183,954 177,561 178,369 177,185 7B6S 8,405 67651  41%  45%  37%
Mok gy 555 2.034 5211 5,305 B Bz 5% 89%  57%
Rontgomeny—" 1 707438 108,411 105.337 102,909 103,455 101,308)  4.529 4953  4028] 42%  46%  3.8%
Morgan 57,436 57,935 55,923 54 53 2000 2247 1981]  5.0% . 39%  35%
(Perry 5453 3568 3478 3,197 3,245 3222 206 327 24 2.5 % 7400
Bickens 7970 T0TE 7678 75 7.594 7,563 431 424 418|  54%  53%  53%
Pike 15,762 15,950 15,322 16,211 15,330 14,764 551 620 558  35%  39%  3.6%
Randolph 9,556 9,608 9,747 9,107 9,111 9329 449 495 388|  47%  52%  4.0%
Russell 21,276 21472 21076 20,035 20,131 20,021 1,240 1,341 1085 58% s2m  s50%
Shelby 98,629 99,485 98,643 95919 96,574 95,101 2740 2,814 28121 27%  28%  25%
M% 35,199 - 35,131 33,897 34,120 33,962 1302 141 1,16 37%  40%  33%
Sumt fﬂ\m AABT e 48R 5 3 GO%  69%  57%
gy : 39,334 30674 =""56.034 37302 37.156 1935 2,032 1018 L 53%  49%
N_ltmtapoosa . .| 18194 18,399 18,184 17,203 17,326 17,294 991 1,073 890 % 58%  45%
JTlscaloo 89,219 AP SRR B6.268 85,555 5,951 7 BRI 3.3%) 37%  3.0%
Walker 26,533 30,172 30,031 28,582 28777 25,636 1,261 1,395 1395] A2%  46%  48%
pajashington 5.968 7,061 6,841 A.578 6.591 6,443 390 470 398 56%  67%  58%
a5 3,399 3468 3370] 3,082 3085 347 387 285 Qi__o_%/__g_zp 8.5%
ifston W 9317 §.355 5762 608 663 546 6. :7/9 66%  53%
United Siak ¥ a7 BIE 000 152,725,000] 145,953,000 TAETABO0 145,866,000 T IS 000 T ETEG00 BATIOM| —amnT  4.9%  45%
United States {Not Seasonally Adi.) {152,503,000 152,828,000 151,879,000] 144,550,000 144,607,000 144.479,000] 7953000 8221,000 7400000 52%  s54%  4.9%




