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Secretary Leavitt:
Over the past several years, I have closely followed the news on avian influenza and the
devastation that could be wrought by a pandemic influenza outbreak, and I continue to be
concerned at our own state of preparedness - or lack therecof. A pandemic could be a

disaster of the proportions of Hurricane Katrina - but affecting every part of the country
at once, not just Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.

In 2005, President Bush proposed the $7.1 billion National Strategy on Pandemic
Influenza (NSPI), and over the last two years, he has sought $6.1 billion for its
implementation, To date, Congress has fulfilled the President’s budget requests,
appropriating $6.1 billion for implementation of the National Strategy, most recently as
part of the FY06 emergency supplemental bill. In his FY08 budget, the President has
requested an additional $870 million for the National Strategy.

Notwithstanding the allocation of this massive amount of funding, I am worried we are
not where we should be on preparedness, especially in securing influenza
countermeasures,

You have set a goal for the United States to have a stockpile of antivirals sufficient to
treat 25 percent of our population - 81 million people - in line with WHO
recommendations and the practices of other nations around the globe. You expect the
federal government to stockpile 50 million courses of treatment, and count on the states
to buy the remaining 31 million. :

For the federal stockpile, I understand that HHS has only ordered 38 million courses to
date. I am troubled we haven’t yet achieved our goal, and I am worried that the
government isn’t showing a sense of urgency commensurate with the threat posed by a
pandemic.

Here are some of the things I'd like to know:

e When will you order the remaining medications to get us to 50 million courses of
treatment, which is the objective you set for the federal government?

e  When will all of those medications be delivered and stockpiled for use?

¢ Do you have the money you need to complete the 50 million purchases from

- among the $6.1 billion appropriated to date?

e Are you saying that you have spent all of the $6.1 billion already?

e Did Congress do anything to tie the hands of the Administration on the use of
these funds, to limit them to just antivirals or just vaccines, or have you decided
you’ve spent all you care to on antivirals, but still have money in reserve for other
purposes?

e Since the $870 million you request would flow through the FY08 appropriations
process, which won’t be finished until at least October 2007, isn’t that proof that
you are slow-walking our preparedness efforts?

*  Why don’t you seek this funding in the Supplemental Appropriations bill that the
President is about to send us, which would probably be passed in the first half of
this year? -



Follow up question on state stockpile

The National Strategy is also counting on states to purchase 31 million courses of
treatment. My home state of New Jersey has ordered 830,000 courses of treatment, and
has found the funds to complete those orders. However, I understand that New Jersey is
. one of only 29 states and Puerto Rico to place orders to date, and that total orders only
account for about 10 million courses of treatment.

I am concerned that the remaining 21 states haven’t placed orders yet, and that many
states don’t have the funding to complete orders they make, which will leave us far short
of the 31 million courses of treatment we need.
» To the best of your knowledge, how many states have purchased drugs to date?
e How many courses of treatment have been delivered? '
* By what date do you expect all the states to purchase their drugs, and have them
delivered, so we have the entire 31 million dose state stockpile?



