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Medicare, prescription drug reform bill
represents historic, positive achievement

WASHINGTON, DC - As Congress prepares to vote on a historic Medicare and prescription
drug reform bill, the American Benefits Council congratulated legislators on completing such a
monumental achievement. “Perhaps the most significant aspect of this agreement is not the
terms of the deal but rather the statesmanship required to achieve it. That same willingness to
look beyond entrenched positions and to diligently work toward compromise will be essential
to successfully address a range of problems that still plague our health care system,” Klein
noted. “We urge swift enactment of this legislation, which is consistent with principles we set
forth many months ago,” he said.

The legislation provides a long-promised prescription drug benefit while still giving seniors the
freedom of multiple options. “This legislation is not a panacea for the many ills still facing the
health care system, but all legislation requires compromise. In this case, all interested parties
were able to make sacrifices for the common good. The final agreement is an extraordinary
development for all hardworking Americans, and is an important step toward reforming the
health care system,” Klein said.

“We thank the bipartisan congressional leadership and the Bush administration for their strong
support of Medicare and prescription drug reform legislation. It was only with their determina-
tion and resolve that such an important compromise could be achieved,” Klein said. “The
ultimate passage of this legislation would prove that goals can be reached, progress can be
made, and the achievement of full, comprehensive Medicare reform is indeed possible with
continued efforts,” Klein concluded.

Klein and Maria Ghazal, Council director, health policy, are available to comment further on
these issues. Interviews can be arranged by contacting Deanna Johnson Keim, APR, Council
director, communications, or Jason Hammersla, Council communications associate, by phone at
202-289-6700 or via e-mail at either djkeim@abcstaff.org or jhammersla@abcstaff.org.

HHEH#

The American Benefits Council is the national trade association for companies concerned about federal
legislation and regulations affecting all aspects of the employee benefits system. The Council’s members
represent the entire spectrum of the private employee benefits community and either sponsor directly
or administer retirement and health plans covering more than 100 million Americans.



