
November 17, 2003 
 
The Honorable Bill Frist 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Frist:  
 
The American College of Physicians (ACP), representing the nation's largest medical 
specialty with 115,000 medical student and physician members, is writing to congratulate 
you and your colleagues for achieving bipartisan agreement on legislation that would 
provide Medicare prescription drug coverage to seniors and make many other needed 
changes to the Medicare program.  We are pleased to express our support for the 
agreement. 
 
While we have yet to review final legislative language, based on the summary of the 
agreement that has been released, it appears to meet all of the College’s major policy 
objectives.  Therefore, the ACP believes Congress should pass the conference agreement.  
We look forward to the opportunity to review final legislative language and provide 
Congress with additional comments as necessary. 
 
While the agreement may not be perfect, it represents a huge step forward in providing 
affordable drug coverage, maintaining access to physician services, improving 
reimbursements in rural areas, easing unnecessary Medicare regulations and facilitating 
the voluntary use of electronic prescribing. 
 
ACP thanks you for your efforts to improve this vital program for our nation’s seniors 
and stands ready to help assure final passage of this historic legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Charles K. Francis, MD, FACP, FACC 
President-elect 


