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November 20, 2003

The Honorable William M. Thomas
United States House of Representatives
2208 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Representative Thomas:

We represent the more than 1,000 biotechnology companies,
academic institutions, state biotechnology centers and related organizations
in all 50 U.S. states, and we are pleased to support the Medicare prescnptlon
drug bill that has recently emerged from conference and urge its swift
passage. The agreement conforms closely to BIO’s principles and is of
critical importance to the millions of patients who will benefit by having
access to the most innovative and effective drugs.

- The Medicare prescription drug bill provides drug coverage to all
senior citizens, providing financial protection against out-of-pocket expenses
and protection to those most in need first, while protecting the future of
Medicare. Itrelies on the private sector and market competition, creating
new choices for Medicare beneficiaries and a framework that will help
prevent undue government involvement that could lead to innovation-
chilling price controls.

The Medicare bill also restores access to drugs and biologics already
covered by Medicare by setting reimbursement floors for biotech medicines
used in hospital outpatient centers. Additionally, it contains a prohibition on
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the future imposition of “functional equivalence” that will preserve
beneficiary access to innovative products by preventing CMS from declaring
that two products are “functionally equivalent” for the purposes of
reimbursing them at the same level. Finally, it also provides for faster
coverage of new technologies in the inpatient setting and for more

streamlined regulations in the Medicare program.

We thank the congressional leaders who have listened to our
concerns, as well as those of the patient community, who worked hard to
make this bill a reality. We urge you to see this historic legislation through

to final passage this year.
Sincerely,
Richard F. Pops Carl B. Feldbaum
Chairman of the Board, BIO President
CEO Biotechnology Industry
Alkermes, Inc. Organization
Cambridge, Massachusetts Washington, D.C.
Charles E. Bugg Michael Alder Gloria L. Sellman, M.D.
Chairman/CEO Executive Director Chief Operating Officer
BioCryst Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Biotechnology Association of Alabama VectorLogics, Inc.
Birmingham, Alabama Birmingham, Alabama Birmingham, Alabama
Mike Cameron David E.I Pyott Duane J. Roth
Plant Manager Chairman, President, & CEO Chairman& CEO
Baxter Healthcare Allergan, Inc. Alliance Pharmaceutical Corp.
Mountain Home, Arizona Irvine, California San Diego, California
Kleanthis G. Xanthopoulos, Ph.D. Edmon R. Jennings Gerald Yakatan
President & CEQ President & Chief Executive Officer President & CEO
Anadys Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Angiogenix, Inc. AVANIR Pharmaceuticals
San Diego, California Burlingame, California San Diego, California
Caitlyn Waller Thomas Glanzmann John P. Walker
President President Chairman & CEO
BayBio Baxter BioScience Bayhill Therapeutics, Inc.

South San Francisco, California

Gordon F. Janko
President & CEO
Biocept, Inc.
Carlsbad, California

Glendale, California

Joseph D. Panetta
President & CEO
BIOCOM/San Diego
San Diego, California

Palo Alto, California

Fredric Price
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer
BioMarin Pharmaceutical Inc.

~ Novato, California
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Peter D. Staple

Chief Executive Officer
BioSeek, Inc.
Burlingame, California

Stephen Chang

CSO

Canji, Inc.

San Diego, California

Tom Wiggans

President & CEO
Connetics Corporation
Palo Alto, California

T.B. Okarma
President & CEO
Geron Corporation
Menlo Park, California

Steven B. Engle

Chairman & CEO

La Jolla Pharmaceutical Co.
San Diego, California

Walter Moos
Chairman & CEO
MitoKor, Inc.

San Diego, California

Mark McDade

CEO

Protein Design Labs, Inc.
Fremont, California

Edward Lanphier

President & CEO

Sangamo BioSciences, Inc.
Richmond, California

Scott E. Deeter
President & CEO
Ventria Bioscience
Sacramento, California

Ken Jarrell

President

Summit Doppler Systems
Arvada, Colorado

Paul Hassie

President, Chairman, & CEO
BioFlorida )
Gainesville, Florida

William D. Johnston, Ph.D.
President & CEO
Inhibitex, Inc.

Alpharetta, Georgia

David Gollaher, Ph.D.

President & CEO

California Healthcare Institute
La Jolla, California

Stephen A. Sherwin, M.D.
Chairman & CEO

Cell Genesys, Inc.

South San Francisco, California

Louis G. Lange, M.D., Ph.D.
Chairman and CEO

CV Therapeutics, Inc.

Palo Alto, California

Evan B. Siegel, Ph.D.

President & CEO

Ground Zero Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Irvine, California

David E. Robinson

Chairman, President, & CEO
Ligand Pharmaceuticals Inc.
San Diego, California

Ajit Gill

CEO & President
Nektar Therapeutics
San Carlos, California

Robert Robb

President & CEO

Quorex Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Carlsbad, California

Daniel L. Korpolinski
President & CEO
Stressgen Biotechnologies
San Diego, California

Denise Brown

Executive Director

Colorado BioScience Association
Aurora, Colorado

Ed Wood

CEO

Summit Roundtable
Lakewood, Colorado

Thomas H. McLain

CEO & President

Nabi Biopharmacueticals
Boca Raton, Florida

David G. Watumull
President & CEO
Hawaii Biotech, Inc.
Aiea, Hawaii

David F. Hale

President & CEO
CancerVax Corporation
Carlsbad, California

Howard Pien

CEO

Chiron Corporation
Emeryville, California

Patrick Plewman

President & CEO

diaDexus, Inc.

South San Francisco, California

Martin D. Cleary

President & CEO

Juvaris BioTherapeutics, Inc.
Pleasanton, California

Larry G. Stambaugh

Chairman of the Board, President, & CEQ
Maxim Pharmaceuticals

San Diego, California

Hollings C. Renton
Chairman & CEO

Onyx Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Richmond, California -

Jennie P. Mather

CEO

Raven Biotechnologies, Inc.
South San Francisco, California

David V. Goeddel

CEO

Tularik Inc.

South San Francisco, California

J. William Freytag
President & CEO
Myogen, Inc.
‘Westminster, Colorado

Paul R. Pescatello

President/CEO

Connecticut United for Research
Excellence, Inc. (CURE)

New Haven, Connecticut

Jack Spencer

President

Georgia Biomedical Partnership
Atlanta, Georgia

Norbert Riedel
Chief Scientific Officer, Senior Vice
President

Baxter Healthcare
Round Lake, Illinois
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Jim Peters

Director

Chicago Technology Park
Chicago, Illinois

Doug Getter
Executive Director

Towa Biotechnology Association
Urbandale, Iowa

S.A. Hill

CEO

ArQule, Inc.

‘Wobumn, Massachusetts

Una S. Ryan, Ph.D.

President & CEO

AVANT Immunotherapeutics, Inc.
" Needham, Massachusetts

Henry E. Blair

Chairman, CEO, and President
Dyax Corporation
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Janice Bourque

President & CEO

Massachusetts Biotechnology Council
(MBC)

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Stephen DelFalco
Chief Executive Officer
U.S. Genomics
‘Wobum, Massachusetts

Peter L. Nara, D.V.M., MSc, Ph.D.
Executive VP & Director of R&D
Biological Mimetics, Inc.
Frederick, Maryland

Craig R. Smith, M.D.
Chairman, President, & CEO
Guilford Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Baltimore, Maryland

William A. Haseltine, Ph.D.
Chairman and CEO

Human Genome Sciences, Inc.
Rockville, Maryland

Matt Gardner.

Director

Maryland Bioscience Alliance
Rockville, Maryland

David P. Wright
President & CEO
PharmAthene, Inc.
Annapolis, Maryland

Wilbur H. “Bill” Gantz
Chairman & CEO

Ovation Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Deerfield, Illinois

Peter G. Savas

President, CEO, & Chairman
Aderis Pharmaceuticals
Hopkinton, Massachusetts

Robert Flaherty

Chairman, President, & CEO
Athena Diagnostics, Inc.
Worcester, Massachusetts

Leo Liu

President

Cambria Biosciences LLC
‘Woburn, Massachusetts

Mark Skaletsky

CEO

Essential Therapeutics, Inc.
Waltham, Massachusetts

Mark Levin

Chairperson & CEO

Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Joshua Boger, Ph.D.
Chairman & CEO v
Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Cambridge, Massachusetts

N. David Eansor

President, BioProducts Business Unit
Cambrex Bio Science, Inc.
Baltimore, Maryland

J. Randall Hoggle, R.Ph.
President & CEO
Health Pathways, Inc.
Gaithersburg, Maryland

Albert Perry

President

KPL, Inc.
Gaithersburg, Maryland

Tawanda Abdelmouti

Technology Dev. Administrative Specialist

National Cancer Institute, Technology
Transfer Branch -
Rockville, Maryland

J.J Finkelstein

CEO

RegeneRx Biopharmaceuticals, Inc.
Bethesda, Maryland

Sidney Taurel

Chairman, President, & CEO
Eli Lilly & Company
Indianapolis, Indiana

Garo Armen
Chairman & CEO
Antigenics, Inc.

Lexington, Massachusetts

Elliot Entis

CEO

Aqua Bounty Technologies
Waltham, Massachusetts -

James N. Little

President

Cetek Corporation
Marlborough, Massachusetts

Henri Termeer
CEO
Genzyme Corporation

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Garen Bohlin

President & CEO

Syntonix Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Waltham, Massachusetts

Kenneth C. Carter, Ph.D.
President & CEO

Avalon Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Germantown, Maryland

Jaya Ghosh, Ph.D.
President

Cell Technology, Inc.
Columbia, Maryland

Elizabeth P. Smith

Senior Research Associate

Holland Lab, Americanr Red Cross
Rockville, Maryland

David Mott

CEO

MedImmune, Inc.
Gaithersburg, Maryland

Lee Heikkinen
President

Neu-Jon, Inc.
Baltimore, Maryland

Charles R. Burke

CEO

Dendritic NanoTechnolgies
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan
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Keith B. Russell

President & CEO

Global Pharmaceutical Services, Inc.
Lawton, Michigan

Donald Rao
President

Nt2, Inc.

Detroit, Michigan

Raymond Frost

Executive Director

Minnesota Bidtechnology Association
(MNBIO)

Saint Paul, Minnesota

Robert J. Calcaterra

CEO/President

Nidus Center for Scientific Enterpnse
St. Louis, Missouri

John W. Jackson
Chairman & CEO
Celgene Corporation
Warren, New Jersey

Leonard Schleifer

President & CEO

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Tarrytown, New York

Tim Lawrence

Plant Manager

Baxter Healthcare
Marion, North Carolina

Clayton J. Duncan

Chairman & CEO

Incara Pharmaceuticals

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

Samuel M. Taylor
Executive Vice President
NCBIO

Raleigh, North Carolina

Anthony J. Dennis
President & CEO
'Omeris Inc.
Columbus, Ohio

Frank Baldino, Jr., Ph.D.
Chairman & CEO
.Cephalon, Inc.

West Chester, Pennsylvania

Mickey Flynn
CEO/President
Puresyn, Inc.
Malvern, Pennsylvania

John T. Long
President & CEO

Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of

Commerce
Kalamazoo, Michigan

John McGill

President & CEO
Osmic, Inc.

Auburn Hills, Michigan

Mark Jackson

Plant Manager

Baxter Healthcare
Cleveland, Mississippi

Kenneth Moch
President & CEO
Alteon Inc.
Ramsey, New Jersey

Lisa N. Drakeman, Ph.D.

-CEO

Genmab A/S
Princeton, New Jersey

Lee A. Henderson
President & CEO
Yiral Therapeutics
Ithaca, New York

Prabhavathi B. Fernandes, Ph.D.
President & CEO

DarPharma, Inc.

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Gregory J. Mossinghoff
President

Inspire Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Durham, North Carolina

Peter Pellerito

Managing Partner

PMP Consulting

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Barbara Anderman

Director

Oregon Bioscience Association
Portland, Oregon

C. Boyd Clarke

President, CEO, and Chairman
Neose Technologies, Inc.
Horsham, Pennsylvania

Thomas Tillett

CEO

RheoGene

Norristown, Pennsylvania

Michael D. Witt, R.Ph, J.D.
Executive Director
MichBio

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Kristine Kurnit

CEO

SensiGen Corporation
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Bill Romjue

President & CEO

Missouri Biotechnology Association
Jefferson City, Missouri

Debbie Hart

President

Biotechnology Council of New Jersey
Trenton, New Jersey

Ron Cohen, M.D.
President & CEO
Acorda Therapeutics
Hawthomne, New York

Karin A. Duncker
Executive Director

New York Biotechnology Association -
New York, New York

P. Kay Wagoner, Ph.D.
President & CEO
Icagen, Inc.

Durham, North Carolina

Clint G. Dederick, Jr.
Chairman, President, and CEO
MERIX Bioscience, Inc.
Durham, North Carolina

Adnan M. Mjalii, Ph.D.
President & CEQ
TransTech Pharma, Inc.
High Point, North Carolina

Ruedi E. Waeger

President & CEO

Aventis Behring, LLC

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania

Fritz Bittenbender

President

Pennsylvania Biotechnology Association
Malvern, Pennsylvania

Robert R. Ruffolo, Jr.
President, R&D Development
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
Collegeville, Pennsylvania
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Karl B. Kelly
. CEO
SC BIO
Greenwood, South Carolina

David G. Nance

CEO

Introgen Therapeutics, Inc.
Austin, Texas

Nancy T. Chang, Ph.D.
President & CEO
Tanox, Inc.

Houston, Texas

Brian H. Moss

President

Utah Life Science Association
Salt Lake City, Utah

Paul Clark
Chairman & CEO
ICOS Corporation
Bothell, Washington

H. Stewart Parker

President & CEO

Targeted Genetics Corporation
Seattle, Washington

R. Stephan Porter
President, CEO & Founder
VDDI Pharmaceuticals
Brentwood, Tennessee

David Anderson
President & CEO
MithraGen, Inc.
Houston, Texas

Tom Kowalski

President .

Texas Healthcare and Bioscience
Institute

Austin, Texas

Nancy Rose

President

Nancy Rose & Associates
McLean, Virginia

Frederick Dechow

President & CEO

MediQuest Therapeutics Inc.
Seattle, Washington

Bruce L.A. Carter, Ph.D.
CEO & President
ZymoGenetics, Inc.
Seattle, Washington

Ronald W. Kuehn

Executive Vice President

Wisconsin Biotechnology Association
Madison, Wisconsin

Bruce D. Gwen, M.D.

President & CEO

Encysive Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Bellaire, Texas

Michael T. Redman

President & CEO

Opexa Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Houston, Texas

Hunter Jackson, Ph.D.
Chairman, President, & CEO
NPS Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Salt Lake City, Utah

Goran Ando

Chief Executive Officer
Celltech Group, Ltd.
Bothell, Washington

Steven C. Quay, M.D., Ph.D.

Chairman, President, and CEO

Nastech Pharmaceutical Company, Inc.
Bothell, Washington

Ruth M. Scott

President

Washington Biotechnology and
Biomedical Association

Seattle, Washington





