Saturday, November 15, 2003

America’s Employers Applaud Historic Bi-Partisan Agreement
ECOM Calls on House and Senate to promptly approve
agreement and send to the President for his signature this year

WASHINGTON, D.C. — “America’s Employers commend lawmakers for this historic
agreement,” said Ed Kaleta, Chairman of The Employers’ Coalition on Medicare, in
praise of the joint House/Senate conferees compromise on prescription drug legislation
approved today.

“‘Representing America’s largest employers and the broad membership of several
trade associations, ECOM believes this bill will help employers stay in the game,”
Kaleta said, “ECOM has advocated for flexibility in options for employers to
continue to provide benefits. This compromise agreement meets that need.”

In addition to adding prescription drugs to the Medicare program, the conference
agreement will help strengthen the retiree health care system and begin to shape
Medicare’s future for generations to come.

Members of the media interested in speaking with the chairperson of the Employers’
Coalition on Medicare may contact Tim Warner at 202.778.1487 or
twarner@apcoworldwide.com to make arrangements.
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The Aluminum Association IBM

3M Company Jostens

American Benefits Council Kellogg Company

American Chemistry Council LPA, the HR Policy Association
Bank of America Lucent Technologies, Inc.

The Business Roundtable Mensanto

Cargill, Incorporated Motor & Equipment Manufacturers
Case New Holland Inc. Association

Caterpillar Inc. Motorola

Coors Brewing Company National Association of Manufacture
Corporate Health Care Coalition (CHCC) National Mining Association
Cummins Inc. National Retail Federation
DaimlerChrysler National Rural Electric Cooperative
Deere & Company Association

Delphi Carpaoration Peabody Energy Co.

The Dow Chemical Company Pitney Bowes

Eastman Kodak Company PPG Industries, Inc.

Employer Health Care Alliance Cooperative  Printing Industries of America
ERISA Industry Committee (ERIC) RAG American Coal Holdings, Inc.
Financial Executives International Raytheon

Fisher Scientific International Inc. Rohm and Haas

Food Marketing Institute SBC Communications

Ford Motor Company Sears, Roebuck and Co.

General Dynamics Corporation Southern Company

General Motors Corporation Sprint

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company Texas Instruments
Hewlett-Packard Company The Timken Company

Honeywell upPs

International Mass Retail Association U.S. Chamber of Commerce
International Paper Company Verizon
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