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Medicare payment cut can be stopped this week!

Your immediate action needed!
11/17/2003

Following months of deliberations, Senate and House negotiators are nearing a deal on
Medicare reform and prescription drugs. The agreement currently includes a provision to
replace the 4.5 percent cut in Medicare physician reimbursement (scheduled to begin Jan.
1, 2004) with a 1.5 percent increase for each of the next two years. To stop the cut, the
full Congress must pass the Medicare reform bill. The bill is complex and addresses a
variety of issues, but it represents the ONLY opportunity available to halt the 4.5 percent
cut.

Your immediate action needed! Please call your senators and representative today —
they will likely vote on the bill later this week — and tell them to pass the Medicare
reform bill because it prevents the 4.5 percent cut. This cut would come on the heels of a
5.4 percent reduction in 2002. The Medicare bill will help to ensure continued patient
access to high-quality medical care by guaranteeing a positive Medicare physician
reimbursement update for each of the next two years.

Please call your senators and representative today. If you need help identifying them and
their phone numbers, please go to www.mgma.com/members/advocacy/index.cfm and
enter your zip code in the red "Write to Congress" icon. Then, click on "info" under their
pictures to find their Washington office phone numbers. Or, if you know who your elected
officials are, you can call 202-224-3121 to ask for their offices.

If you have questions or need assistance, e-mail govaffl@mgma.com, or call toll-free 877-
275-6462, ext. 304. Thank you very much for your efforts.
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About MGMA

The Medical Group Management Association (MGMA), founded in 1926, is the nation's
principal voice for medical group practice. MGMA's 19,000 members manage and lead
more than 10,200 organizations in which more than 200,000 physicians practice. MGMA
serves the spectrum of physician practices from small to large, plus other health care
delivery systems such as management service organizations, integrated delivery systems
and ambulatory surgery centers. MGMA leads the profession and assists members
through information, education, networking and advocacy. Its core purpose is to improve
the effectiveness of medical group practices and the knowledge and skills of the
individuals who manage and lead them.
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