Committee on Ways and Means
Changes to H.R. 2971
As included in Chairman Thomas’s Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute

Section 101: Deleted exceptions to restriction on Social Security number (SSN) display to the
general public for national security, law enforcement, and tax compliance.

Added exception to restriction on SSN sale for research advancing the public good.

Section 102: Added the Secretary of Health and Human Services to the list of those with whom
the Attorney General must consult in developing regulations.

Section 108 Deleted exceptions to restrictions on SSN display to the general public for law
enforcement, national security, public health, emergency health situations, tax
compliance, and research advancing the public good.

Added conditions to exception for written consent to SSN sale, purchase, and
display as follows: 1) the terms of consent and the right to refuse consent are
presented in a clear, conspicuous and understandable manner; 2) the individual is
under no obligation to provide consent to sale, purchase, or display to the general
public of the SSN; 3) the terms of consent authorize the individual to limit the
SSN’s sale, purchase, or display to the general public to purposes directly
associated with the transaction for which the consent is sought.

Added clarification that where sale or purchase of SSNs for research involves
SSNs that are considered personally identifiable medical information, the
Commissioner of Social Security and the U.S. Attorney General shall maintain
ongoing consultation with the Office for Civil Rights (Department of Health and
Human Services) to ensure that the sale or purchase is permitted only in
compliance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act Privacy
Rule.

Modified prohibition on communicating SSNs to government agencies without
written permission to say the prohibition does not apply in cases where the agency
requests the SSN. In addition, added exceptions for law enforcement and national
security purposes.

Section 201: Extended the effective date so that it applies to applications for SSNs filed after
270 days after the date of enactment (from 180 days).

Extended the due date for the study on the feasibility and cost effectiveness of
verifying all identification documents for replacement SSN cards to 2 years after
the date of enactment (from 1 year).

Section 202: Extended the due date for the report to Congress on improvements to the
enumeration at birth process to 1 year after the date of enactment (from 180 days).



Section 203: Extended the due date for the study on use of photo identification in connection
with applications for benefits and SSN cards to 18 months after the date of
enactment (from 270 days).

Section 204: Modified to specify that the Commissioner of Social Security must restrict
replacement SSN cards issued to any individual to 3 per year and 10 for life, except
in cases where the Commissioner determines there is minimal opportunity for
fraud.

Extended the due date for issuance of regulations restricting issuance of multiple
replacement SSN cards to 1 year after the date of enactment (from 180 days).

Section 205: Extended the due date for a report on modification of SSNs to show work
authorization status to 1 year after the date of enactment (from 270 days).

Technical changes: Several changes to correct cross references in the bill and other technical
changes.



