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JANICE MAYS, June 1 6, 2010

CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Sander M. Levin
Chairman

Committee on Ways and Means

1102 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Levin,

As you know, the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (P.L. 111-148) and the “Health
Care and Education Reconciliation Act” (P.L. 111-152) overhauls our nation’s health care
system and rearranges 16 percent of the American economy. We understand the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of the Treasury, and Department of Labor are in
the process of developing what will amount to tens of thousands of pages of regulations to
implement every facet of the health care law. Given that the policy changes will impact every
American, there is little room for error.

We are extremely concerned that, to date, HHS has missed numerous statutorily-mandated
deadlines including:

e Complying with an important transparency in government provision requiring HHS to
publish a list of its new authorities (Sec. 1552; required by April 22, 2010);

e Proposing methodology and criteria for designating what qualifies as “medically
underserved populations™ and “health professions shortage areas” (Sec. 5602; required by
May 7, 2010);

o Establishing a government task force to develop a strategy to improve the government
health care programs in Alaska (Sec. 5104; required by May 7, 2010); and

o Establishing an advisory committee to assist in creating and conducting an advertising
campaign to educate young women about breast cancer and breast health, including early
detection (Sec. 10413; required by May 22, 2010).

These are some of the most basic provisions of this law. HHS’ failure to meet these deadlines
does not bode well for implementing the more complicated provisions, including the more than



one-half trillion in Medicare cuts, the establishment of the government-mandated benefits
package that most Americans will need to purchase or pay a new tax, and determining the level
of health coverage employers must provide their workers to avoid a large tax penalty and which
non-partisan analysts agree will result in millions of Americans losing their current health
coverage.

As such, we respectfully request that the Committee hold a hearing with HHS Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius at the earliest possible date so that she can provide an update as to how her

department is implementing the new law and provide the American public answers as to why
eadlines have already been missed.

DAVE CAMP WALLY HERGER
Ranking Member
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