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October 10, 2012

The Honorable Max Baucus, Chairman
Senate Committee on Finance

The Honorable Dave Camp, Chairman
House Committee on Ways and Means

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Finance

The Honorable Sander Levin, Ranking Member
House Committee on Ways and Means

Dear Chairman Baucus, Chairman Camp, Ranking Member Hatch & Ranking Member Levin:

[ am writing to address some questions that have arisen with regard to three temporary tariff
suspension bills that are of great importance to our company and to American manufacturing
jobs. I refer to HR 4975 for certain sleeping bags shells, and HR 4973 and HR 4974 for certain
sleeping bag carrying cases not valued over $2 each. The Outdoor Industry Association (OIA), and
the American Manufacturers Trade Action Coalition (AMTAC) support all of these bills.

Two American sleeping bag manufacturers have objected to these bills - Wiggy’s in Colorado and
Western Mountaineering in California. However, they both make only finished-product sleeping
bags; they do not make the fabric used to produce such products. Leaving aside that these
companies operate in a very different segment of the sleeping bag market, it is important to point
out that the bills in question do not affect the duties on finished sleeping bags. Therefore, we do
not believe these companies produce and distribute articles or directly competitive articles with
the goods subject to the bills in question.

I'd like to add a few more facts about these two objections:
In the case of Wiggy’s, its president Jerry Wigutow has told me that he had registered his
objections simply because he is opposed, on principle, to the entire MTB process. I do not see this

as a legitimate basis to object to our bills.
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Regarding Western Mountaineering, they make only down-fill sleeping bags, which are an entirely
different type of sleeping bag sold in a very different segment of the market, as evidenced by the
fact that down-filled sleeping bags have a different HTS classification from that of the exclusively
synthetic-fill bags that Exxel produces. The products that our bills cover would not serve as raw
materials for down-fill bags.

We strongly agree that U.S. duties should not be suspended if they would harm any domestic
manufacturer. However, based on our knowledge of the market, we remain certain that no
domestic manufacturer would be harmed by the suspension of duties covered by the
aforementioned bills.

We urge you to include HR 4973, HR 4974 and HR 4975 in the final MTB package. Please to not
hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this further or if you have any questions.

Many thanks,

e

Harry Kazazian, CEO

Exxel Outdoors

300 American Blvd.
Haleyville, Alabama 35565
harry@exxel.com

Cell: 818.519.3531

CC: Congressman Robert Aderholt



