




	
	
	

April	4,	2016	
	
	
Chairman	Sam	Johnson		
Social	Security	Subcommittee	
1102	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20515	
	
Dear	Chairman	Johnson:	
	
We	are	writing	to	you	on	behalf	of	the	thousands	of	retired	employees	across	
the	state	of	Louisiana	who	are	currently	being	penalized	under	the	Windfall	
Elimination	Provision	and	the	Government	Pension	Offset.	Because	of	unfairly	
determined	Social	Security	benefits,	many	of	these	employees	are	faced	with	
unnecessary	 financial	 hardship.	 These	 are	 public	 servants	 who	 have	
contributed	to	the	Social	Security	system	and	are	entitled	to	a	calculation	that	
reflects	their	years	of	service.		
	
We	 appreciate	 the	 hearing	 on	 March	 22,	 2015	 for	 H.R.	 711,	 The	 Equal	
Treatment	 of	 Public	 Servants	 Act,	 by	 Chairman	 Brady.	 Under	 this	 bill,	 the	
current	 and	 inadequate	 Windfall	 Elimination	 Provision	 would	 be	 repealed	
and	a	new	formula	would	ensure	that	Social	Security	calculations	reflect	the	
contributions	 made	 by	 these	 employees.	 Also,	 estimates	 indicate	 that	 the	
costs	 associated	 with	 this	 bill	 over	 a	 10	 year	 period	 would	 have	 a	 cost-	
neutral	effect	on	the	budget.		
	
Again,	 we	 appreciate	 your	 consideration	 of	 the	 impact	 that	 the	 current	
calculation	has	on	thousands	of	retirees	across	Louisiana.	They	cannot	afford	
to	 continue	 being	 penalized	 for	 their	 time	 of	 service	 to	 state	 and	 local	
government	 through	decreased	 Social	 Security	 benefits.	 For	 this	 reason,	we	
urge	you	to	consider	H.R.	711	and	address	the	Government	Pension	Offset	in	
a	timely	manner.		
	
Sincerely,	
	
Garret	Graves	
Member	of	Congress	
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