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Dear	
  House	
  and	
  Ways	
  and	
  Means	
  Committee	
  member(s)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  I,	
  Tom	
  Eul,	
  Manufacturing	
  Engineer,	
  Brad	
  Foote	
  Gear	
  Works,	
  in	
  Cicero	
  IL,	
  respectfully	
  urge	
  
Congress	
  to	
  extend	
  the	
  wind	
  energy	
  production	
  tax	
  credit	
  (PTC)	
  as	
  quickly	
  as	
  possible.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  Brad	
  Foote	
  Gear	
  Works	
  is	
  a	
  direct	
  supplier	
  of	
  gearing	
  systems	
  for	
  wind	
  turbines	
  and	
  other	
  
energy	
  applications	
  that	
  require	
  heavy,	
  course	
  gearing.	
  We	
  supply	
  product	
  to	
  major	
  wind	
  
turbine	
  suppliers,	
  two	
  of	
  them	
  being	
  GE	
  and	
  Clipper	
  Wind	
  Power.	
  Back	
  in	
  2007	
  and	
  2008,	
  we	
  at	
  
Brad	
  Foote	
  saw	
  record	
  amounts	
  of	
  product	
  going	
  to	
  these	
  two,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  gearing	
  
customers.	
  As	
  gas	
  and	
  oil	
  reached	
  a	
  record	
  high,	
  and	
  our	
  country	
  looked	
  for	
  energy	
  
alternatives,	
  we	
  tooled	
  our	
  shop	
  to	
  produce	
  and	
  ship	
  over	
  12	
  million	
  dollars	
  of	
  wind	
  product	
  to	
  
our	
  customers	
  a	
  month.	
  Wind	
  power	
  was	
  gaining	
  strength	
  and	
  we	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  many	
  years	
  
of	
  growth	
  and	
  strong	
  sales.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  As	
  we	
  all	
  know,	
  the	
  recent	
  recession	
  has	
  taken	
  its	
  toll	
  on	
  many	
  facets	
  of	
  business.	
  Brad	
  
Foote,	
  at	
  the	
  height	
  of	
  the	
  wind	
  ‘boom’,	
  employed	
  over	
  500	
  people.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  thriving	
  company	
  
and	
  was	
  still	
  growing	
  at	
  a	
  record	
  rate.	
  We	
  had	
  workers	
  working	
  overtime,	
  and	
  had	
  training	
  
programs	
  in	
  house	
  where	
  employees	
  were	
  trained	
  in	
  a	
  class	
  room	
  style,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  on–the-­‐shop-­‐
floor	
  training.	
  As	
  wind	
  power	
  became	
  less	
  and	
  less	
  noticed,	
  and	
  the	
  price	
  of	
  oil	
  came	
  down,	
  
Brad	
  Foote	
  was	
  hit	
  with	
  very	
  hard	
  economic	
  times.	
  We	
  reduced	
  our	
  work	
  force	
  to	
  our	
  current	
  
number	
  of	
  125	
  employees,	
  as	
  we	
  struggled	
  to	
  stay	
  afloat.	
  To	
  this	
  day,	
  we	
  still	
  feel	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  
the	
  down	
  turn	
  of	
  the	
  economy.	
  But	
  more	
  importantly,	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  investment	
  in	
  alternative	
  
energy,	
  in	
  our	
  case	
  wind	
  power,	
  keeps	
  our	
  company	
  at	
  a	
  level	
  where	
  it	
  is	
  difficult	
  to	
  stay	
  
competitive	
  with	
  our	
  competitors.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  passing	
  of	
  the	
  PTC	
  extension	
  is	
  critical	
  to	
  American	
  manufacturers.	
  It	
  will	
  free	
  up	
  cash	
  for	
  
companies	
  to	
  invest	
  in	
  better	
  technology,	
  grow	
  their	
  businesses,	
  and	
  provide	
  a	
  good	
  start	
  to	
  
bring	
  American	
  manufacturing	
  back	
  to	
  what	
  it	
  was	
  before	
  the	
  recession	
  began.	
  Please	
  act	
  
quickly.	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  time	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
Tom	
  Eul	
  
Manufacturing	
  Engineer	
  
3210	
  S	
  Cicero	
  
Cicero	
  IL,	
  60804	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  


