MEMORANDUM
May 22, 2013

TO: Members of the United States Senate
Members of the House of Representatives

FROM: Brian S. Brown
President, National Organization for Marriage (NOM)

RE: IRS Release of Confidential Tax Return To Group Headed By President
Obama’s National Campaign Co-Chair

We write to provide you background on the illegal release by the Internal Revenue
Service of the National Organization for Marriage’s (NOM) confidential 2008 Form 990
Schedule B tax return containing confidential donor information which was provided to
the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), a group then headed by President Obama’s
national Campaign Co-Chair.

While many people are aware that NOM is a victim of IRS abuse, they mistakenly
believe that we had our nonprofit application held up for further scrutiny by the IRS.
Instead, we had confidential taxpayer and donor information stolen by the IRS and
given to our arch political enemy. As we set out below, the information could only have
originated with the IRS itself.

By way of background, NOM is the leading pro-marriage organization in America. NOM
operates as a nonprofit corporation, exempt from income taxation under section 501c(3)
and c(4) of the Internal Revenue Code. NOM annually files with the Internal Revenue
Service Form 990 which includes, under Schedule B, a list of our major donors.
Nonprofit corporations are required to provide copies of their Form 990 tax return, but
they can redact the name and identifying information of donors.

Our principal opponent in the war on marriage is the Human Rights Campaign (HRC).
HRC and others in the gay marriage movement have waged a war of intimidation and
harassment against NOM and those active in the effort to preserve marriage. For
example, the HRC operates a website called “NOM Exposed.”

As part of their campaign of harassment, the HRC has demanded that NOM reveal the
identity of all our major donors. NOM, like virtually every other major nonprofit group,
does not disclose its donors.

In late 2011 or early 2012, President Obama appointed several people to serve as
national Co-Chairs of his reelection campaign. One of those Co-Chairs was Joseph
Solomnese, president of the HRC. As a Co-Chair, Mr. Solomnese was expected to raise



substantial sums of money from the homosexual community to support President
Obama’s reelection.

A few months after being named as President Obama’s campaign Co-Chair, the HRC
published on “NOM Exposed” our confidential tax return, Form 990, Schedule B,
containing the identity and confidential information of dozens of our major donors during
2008. HRC claimed they received the return from a “whistle blower.” It was immediately
published by the Huffington Post and other liberal publications and blogs.

The document released by HRC contained a mask intended to block out a section of
each page of the tax return. Every page contained the same mask at the same location
on the page. Computer programs were able to determine that the mask was applied as
a “layer.” When the layer was removed, the following information could be seen:

“THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE
ONLY” together with the number “100560209.”

According to the Internal Revenue Manual, the language on the document is the header
that the IRS’s Central Information System inserts on documents that are e-filed.

It is thus indisputable that the document published by the HRC — the same organization
headed by President Obama’s national Campaign Co-Chair — originated with the
Internal Revenue Service. Disclosure of confidential tax returns is a felony, punishable
by $5,000 fine and up to 5 years in prison per unauthorized disclosure or inspection.
Disclosure also exposes the Government (though, according to judicial decisions, not
private individuals who further disseminate the illegally-obtained tax returns) to statutory
damages of $1,000 per disclosure, or actual and punitive damages.

NOM has vigorously complained to governmental officials about the many violations of
federal law that have occurred concerning the illegal release of NOM’s confidential tax
records. This includes requests for investigation and prosecution to the Department of
Justice and the Treasury Department’s Inspector General for Tax Administration
TIGTA). Attached is a copy of the request for investigation filed with the Department of
Justice.

TIGTA investigators interviewed NOM officials and were provided extensive documents,
but the government has since stonewalled any attempt to provide information on the
source of the stolen tax return, whether there was communication or coordination with
the HRC, and whether any information was shared with the White House or the Obama
reelection campaign.

NOM filed parallel Freedom of Information Act requests with the IRS and TIGTA last
August, for example, seeking any records within each agency. The IRS declined to
produce any of the relevant records from its files, claiming that they were under the
jurisdiction of TIGTA. A follow-up FOIA request pointing out the error was met with a
second non-response response, falsely claiming that the relevant records had been



produced in response to NOM's first request. But the most egregious response to date
was provided on May 3 of this year the very same statute that prohibits unauthorized
disclosure of tax returns prohibits the government from disclosing who committed these
felonies! (TIGTA bureaucrats wrote, “Specifically, records compiled pursuant to a Title
26 investigation, including even the fact of an investigation, are the protected return
information of the subject(s) of the investigation.”) In sum, neither the IRS, DOJ or any
other government agency has brought charges against the individuals who committed
these felonies in over a year, and they are using a convoluted interpretation of the
statute prohibiting disclosure to shield the identity of those same individuals from NOM.

While the recent revelations about IRS abuses concerning Tea Party and other
conservative organizations are quite alarming, they pale in importance to the actions by
the Internal Revenue Service concerning NOM. To reiterate, our confidential tax
return containing the identity of dozens of major donors was leaked by the IRS -
a felony - and subsequently published by our chief political enemy — a group
headed by a national Co-Chair of President Obama’s reelection campaign. This is
a stunning and chilling set of circumstances. It reveals that no taxpayer is safe from
retaliation by the IRS.

We hope that the Congress will treat seriously the horrendous abuses visited on NOM
by the IRS and the utter failure of the Obama Administration to investigate the abuses
and numerous violations of federal law. We urge the Congress to utilize its powers of
subpoena and investigatory authority to get to the bottom of this matter. The American
people are entitled to no less than a full accounting of who is responsible for the theft of
NOM'’s tax documents, and whether others were involved or aware of the activities.

We also urge Congress to consider a clarifying amendment that would prevent the IRS
from using the non-disclosure statute to shield IRS employees who violate the statute.
In addition, we urge Congress to consider clarifying that private individuals who
knowingly or with gross negligence further disclose illegally-obtained tax return
information are not just subject to criminal prosecution, but are civilly liable to the
victimized taxpayer.

We stand ready to assist the Congress in any way to get to the bottom of this issue and
are available to testify on this issue should such be desired.

Thank you for your consideration.



(@) NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MARRIAGE

Kathryn Keneally April 25,2012
Assistant Attorney General

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530-0001

Re: Request for Immediate Investigation into Unauthorized and Illegal Release of Confidential
Taxpayer Information & Referral for Criminal Prosecution

Dear Assistant Attorney General Keneally:

The undersigned serve as officers of the National Organization for Marriage (NOM), a
nonprofit corporation recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) as a social welfare
organization, exempt from taxation pursuant to IRC Section 501(c)(4).

As you are aware, an organization such as NOM is required to annually file its Form 990
information return with the IRS, including its Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors. 26 U.S.C § 6033.
Schedule B is the list of donors to tax-exempt organizations who contribute $5,000 or more during the
reporting period, but it is a schedule that is filed solely with the IRS and is not a public document.
Specifically, the Internal Revenue Code (“IRC”) provides that

The information required to be furnished by sections 6033, 6034, and 6058, together
with the names and addresses of such organizations and trusts, shall be made available
to the public at such times and in such places as the Secretary may prescribe. Nothing
in this subsection shall authorize the Secretary to disclose the name or address of
any contributor to any organization or trust (other than a private foundation, as
defined in section 509 (a) or a political organization exempt from taxation under section
527) which is required to furnish such information.

26 U.S.C. § 6104(b) (emphasis added).

Recently NOM discovered that its 2008 Form 990 Schedule B (“2008 Schedule B”) has been
unlawfully obtained from the IRS by the Human Rights Campaign (“HRC”) and the Huffington Post
and published by both of these entities, as well as subsequent publication by other organizations and
individuals.'

It is apparent from the copy of the NOM’s 2008 Schedule B that appears on the HRC and
Huffington Post websites that the purloined 2008 Schedule B is the official version filed with the IRS,
such that the source of the illegal public release can only be the IRS.

The unauthorized public release of NOM’s 2008 Schedule B is a violation of federal law. See 26
U.S.C. § 6103.

Please consider this as NOM’s formal request for an immediate investigation of the
circumstances surrounding this matter, to identify the person(s) responsible for these illegal actions and

: NOM is aware of numerous news entities that have republished this confidential tax document,

including New York Magazine, Mother Jones, and The Daily Beast. This mass publication has led to further
dissemination of confidential information through countless blogs and social media websites.
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the referral of those IRS employee(s) and others for prosecution by the appropriate authorities for
violation of federal criminal statutes.

The specific facts and applicable law are detailed more fully below.
The Facts
On or about March 30, 2012, the Human Rights Campaign published NOM’s 2008 Schedule B
on its website at http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/one-of-noms-top-secret-donors-revealed-mitt-romney

See Attachment 1 (Copy of article as published)z; Attachment 2, Screenshot of HRC website (taken
April 2, 2012) (highlighting NOM’s Schedule B to all website visitors.)

On March 30, 2012, the Huffington Post published an article about NOM’s 2008 Schedule B
(see http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/30/mitt-romney-gay-
marriage n_1391867.html?ref=politics).> The article was entitled “Mitt Romney’s PAC Funded Anti-
Gay Marriage Group Under the Radar” and linked to the full Schedule B with all contributor
information from NOM’s 2008 Schedule B posted on the Huffington Post website.

The document posted by the HRC on its website, and linked from the Huffington Post website,
is a PDF document on which the original IRS information has been obscured. By removing the layer
that was added to the PDF document, we have been able to ascertain the IRS information that appears
on the original document. “THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE
ONLY?” appears across the top of each page, and the number “100560209” is stamped across the
middle of each page. See Attachment 3 (side-by-side comparison of document as posted by HRC and
document with redaction layers removed.)

Only the IRS would have the Form 990 with this “Official Use” information emblazoned on
each page. According to the Internal Revenue Manual, Section 3.11.12.1.26 (01-01-2012), the language
“THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS” is the header that the IRS’s Central
Information System inserts on documents that are e-filed.

Pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 6104, NOM must make the public portions of its Form 990 available
for public inspection. NOM posts these public documents on its website. See NOM, Financial Reports,
(http://www.nationformarriage.org/site/c.omL2KeNOLzH/b.5493925/k. A78 A/Financial Reports.htm)
Further, in the past, HRC has published the publicly available NOM Form 990, which, of course, does
not include confidential contributor information. See HRC, NOM Exposed, “The Mysterious Five
Donors,” (http://hrc.org/nomexposed/section/the-mysterious-5-donors). Notably, HRC links to a copy

2 On April 11,2012, NOM sent a letter to HRC demanding that it remove the 2008 Schedule B and any
information obtained therein from its website within 24 hours. NOM discovered that, by the morning of April
13,2012, HRC had quietly removed the 2008 Schedule B and altered the blog post to remove all references to
this illegally-obtained document.

: On April 11, 2012, NOM sent a letter to the Huffington Post demanding that it remove the 2008 Schedule
B and any information obtained therein from its website within 24 hours. As of this writing, the information has
not been removed.



of NOM’s public 990 from 2009 and 2010.* The illegally published 2008 Schedule B differs from
these publicly available Form 990 copies in three key ways. First, the 2008 Schedule B posted on
HRC’s website is a clean version of the document, meaning it does not appear to have stamps or
markings as are found on the 2009 and 2010 990’s. Second, the 2008 Schedule B has a distinctive
white rectangle across the page, which we have discovered to be a redaction tool to cover up a
numbered stamp underneath. Third, we discovered that the 2008 Schedule B posted by HRC had been
cropped in such a way as to hide the IRS markings (described above) while it does not appear that the
2009 and 2010 990’s have been similarly altered. While NOM does retain the 2008 Schedule B, it does
not maintain a version with these distinctive markings on the top, bottom, and across the middle. We
reasonably believe that the illegally published 2008 Schedule B was only under the custody and control
of the IRS. Clearly, the only source of the illegally published 2008 Schedule B is the IRS.

Either the 2008 Schedule B was illegally released by one or more IRS employees, either
deliberately or in response to someone impersonating a NOM official, or someone has breached the
IRS computer system, obtained the official 2008 Schedule B and disseminated it. Either scenario is
troubling, calls into question the integrity of the IRS and its document storage, and constitutes
violation(s) of federal law.

Violations of Federal Law

The information contained in 2008 Schedule B is confidential and proprietary and is furnished
to the IRS alone. See 26 U.S.C. §§ 6103(a) and 6104(b). NOM and other exempt organizations are
assured by law that the donor information is not subject to disclosure. 26 U.S.C. §§ 6103(a), 6104(b).

The Form 990 that is required to be disclosed by all exempt organizations specifically excludes
the requirement for disclosure of the Schedule B confidential donor information. See General
Instructions, IRS, Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2011) (“Public Inspection: For all other
organizations that file Form 990 or 990-EZ, the names and addresses of contributors are not required to
be made available for public inspection.”); IRS, Instructions for Form 990 Return of Organization
Exempt From Income Tax (2011), Appendix D, “Public Inspection of Returns” (same).

Notwithstanding the statutory protection against disclosure of confidential donor information
provided in good faith to the IRS, NOM’s 2008 Schedule B has been obtained from the IRS and

publicly disseminated.

Section 7213(a) of Title 26 of the U.S. Code makes it a felony, punishable by fine of up to
$5,000 and/or imprisonment for up to 5 years, for any officer or employee of the United States willfully
to disclose confidential tax return information.” It is also a felony for any person to whom the

4 See HRC, NOM Exposed, “The Mysterious Five Donors,” http://hrc.org/momexposed/section/the-
mysterious-5-donors. The article includes links the 2009 Form 990
(http://www.hrc.org/files/assets/resources/NOM-2009-990.pdf) and the 2010 Form 990
(http://www.scribd.com/fullscreen/75061039%access_key=key-22meh5wfbxa2nnw5usiq). See Attachment 4
(copies of the first page of NOM’s 2009 and 2010 Form 990 posted by HRC.)

g Under 26 U.S.C. § 7213(a)(1):

It shall be unlawful for any officer or employee of the United States or any person described in
section 6103(n) (or an officer or employee of any such person), or any former officer or
employee, willfully to disclose to any person, except as authorized in this title, any return or



confidential tax return information is disclosed willfully to print or publish the material.®

Not only the individuals who obtained the 2008 Schedule B from the IRS and disclosed it to
persons outside the IRS, but also the organizations and individuals who have subsequently disseminated
NOM’s confidential donor information have committed felony violations of federal law
and must be identified and punished.

Obligation of USDQOJ Tax Division for Investigation of this Matter

The United States Department of Justice (“DOJ”) is authorized and obligated to prosecute
criminal violations of federal law. See 28 U.S.C. §§ 509, 510, & 515-19. The Attorney General
oversees the DOJ and has assigned this responsibility to the DOJ Tax Division, Criminal Enforcement
Sections (“CES”), which are responsible for handling or supervising federal criminal tax prosecutions.
See 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 C.F.R. §§ 0.1 & 0.70(b). The Tax Division “oversee[s] all federal criminal tax
enforcement” and “has responsibility for all criminal proceedings arising under the internal revenue
laws.” U.S. Atty Man. §§ 6-4.010 & 6-4.200. “The Criminal Enforcement Sections are staffed with
prosecutors who are particularly skilled at investigating, prosecuting and evaluating complex financial
crime cases.” http://www.justice.gov/tax/about_us.htm. Further, “[t]he federal criminal tax enforcement
program preserves the integrity of our self-assessment tax system through the vigorous enforcement of
the internal revenue laws.” Id.

Either an IRS employee(s) deliberately and illegally obtained and released confidential taxpayer
information filed by NOM with the IRS as required by law, or source(s) outside the IRS breached the
government computers to obtain and disseminate NOM’s 2008 Schedule B. Either is a violation of 26
U.S.C. 6103.

The Tax Division, through the CES, is obligated to investigate and learn the source of the
breach and prosecute those responsible to the fullest extent of the law. Ensuring IRS employee
integrity is a key component of the CES’ mission, because IRS employee malfeasance undermines the
IRS’s ability to effectively enforce tax laws and collect taxes. Only vigorous enforcement of the
internal revenue laws will prevent similar abuses in the future.

NOM’s Demand for Investigation and Prosecution.

return information (as defined in section 6103(b)). Any violation of the paragraph shall be a
felony punishable upon conviction by a fine in any amount not exceeding $5,000, or
imprisonment of not more than 5 years, or both, together with the costs of prosecution, and if
such offense is committed by any officer or employee of the United States, he shall, in addition
to any other punishment, be dismissed from office or discharged from employment upon
conviction for such offense.

5 Under 26 U.S.C. § 7213(a)(3):

It shall be unlawful for any person to whom any return or return information (as defined

in section 6103(b)) is disclosed in a manner unauthorized by this title thereafter willfully

to print or publish in any manner not provided by law any such return or return information.
Any violation of this paragraph shall be a felony punishable by a fine in any amount not exceeding
$5,000, or imprisonment of not more than 5 years, or both, together with the costs of prosecution.



NOM has not and would not release its 2008 Schedule B to the public. Such disclosure is not
required by law and, in fact, federal law protects donors to NOM from public dissemination of their
confidential information.

Thus, the publication of the officially filed Schedule B can only have occurred as the result of a
third party’s illegal actions: either one or more IRS employees or an external source who has
unlawfully obtained access to confidential IRS computers and confidential taxpayer information.

In either case, it is clear that a federal crime has been committed.

NOM hereby respectfully requests an immediate and thorough investigation into this matter in
order to determine (1) whether an officer or employee of the United States is responsible for the
unlawful release of NOM’s 2008 Schedule B and should be prosecuted; (2) whether the source of the
breach was through violation of the IRS’s electronic data systems; and (3) how HRC, the Huffington
Post, and others obtained NOM’s 2008 Schedule B and their role in stealing NOM’s confidential donor
information and whether they, or any of them, should be prosecuted for their violation of federal law.

We submitted a request for investigation with the Treasury Department’s Inspector General for
Tax Administration as well.

Thank you for your attention to this serious matter.
Please respond to the undersigned at the above address. If further information from us is

needed, please contact us at (202) 457-8060. We will await your response as to the next steps in
addressing this situation.

Sincerely,

7John C. Eastman, Chairman

PBoee 2 Lo

Brian Brown, President
National Organization for Marriage

cc with enclosures:

Ronald A. Cimino

Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Criminal Matters
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530-0001

Rosemary E. Paguni, Chief

Criminal Enforcement, Northern Region
601 D Street NW

Washington, DC 20530
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One of NOM’s Top Secret Donors Revealed: Mitt
Romney

We often talk about how hard NOM works to hide their donors — even if it means circumventing
the law — but now, we've learned the identity of one of their high-profile financial supporters: Mitt
Romney.

Financial documents obtained by HRC reveal that Mitt Romney donated $10,000 to the National
Organization for Marriage in 2008 — essentially funding NOM’s strategy (http://www.hrc.org
/blog/entry/breaking-previously-confidential-documents-shed-light-on-nom-strategy) of using racial
division and unfounded scare tactics to attack LGBT equality, at the same time that NOM was
fighting for Prop 8 in California.

Join HRC in calling on Mitt Romney to immediately denounce NOM's divisive strategy. Act now
(hitps:/secure3.convic.net/hre/site/Advocacy ?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=1401).

The money came via Romney’s "Free and Strong America” PAC during a time when NOM was
heavily engaged in passing Proposition 8. The 2008 IRS Form 980 is available at the bottom of
this post.
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HRC reviewed copies of Romney’s Free and Strong America PAC’s filings with the Federal
Election Commission — and no contribution to NOM was disclosed in those documents. The filings
are available from the FEC (http://query.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/fecimg/?C00449280). But, HRC did
discover an Alabama-based “Free and Strong America” PAC that in 2008 does disclose the
$10,000 contribution to NOM. Available on page 3 at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us

[PEL/SOSELPDF.001/E0090860.PDF (http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PEL/SOSELPDF.001
/E0090860.PDF).

The evidence continues to pile up and is painting a very clear picture of Mitt Romney's anti-LGBT
associations. A candidate can't claim to be “better for gay rights than [Ted] Kennedy” when it's
convenient, but then fund a far-right anti-LGBT strategy to keep other interest groups happy. Act
now (https:#/secure3.convio.net/hrc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=1401) and
tell Romney to denounce NOM's strategy.

NOMSched2008PDF (http://www.scribd. com/nomexposed/d/87361789-

NOMSched2008PDF ?secret password=edxqlamgy74a1zb47ic)

Attachment 1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

INSPECTOR GENERAL
FOR TAX
ADMINISTRATION

May 3, 2013

Mr. Brian S. Brown, President

Dr. John C. Eastman, Chairman
National Organization for Marriage
C/O ActRight Legal Foundation
209 West Main Street

Plainfield, Indiana 46168

Dear Mr. Brown and Dr. Eastman:

This is in response to your Privacy Act request, dated April 15, 2013, seeking access to
records maintained by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA).
The TIGTA Disclosure Branch received your request on April 18, 2013. Specifically,
you are requesting that TIGTA provide the following information, including any records
related to or supporting the same information:

1. Whether the investigation of Complaint No. 63-1204-0051-C is open or closed.

2. Whether the allegations made in Complaint No. 63-1204-0051-C, including the
allegations made in the April 11, 2012 letter from the Requestors to TIGTA, were
substantiated or were not substantiated.

3. If the subject(s) of Complaint No. 63-1204-0051-C has/have exhausted all
reasonable appeals, any action taken by TIGTA, or any other agency, as a result
of Complaint No. 63-1204-0051-C.

You have requested that TIGTA disclose this information pursuant to a routine use in
TIGTA’s System of Records Notice under the Privacy Act. However, in addition to the
Privacy Act, the release of TIGTA Title 26 (I.R.C.) investigative records, if any, is also
governed by the confidentiality provisions of I.R.C. § 6103. Specially, records compiled
pursuant to a Title 26 investigation, including even the fact of an investigation, are the
protected return information of the subject(s) of the investigation. Your complaint (#63-
1204-0051-C) concerned allegations of an unauthorized disclosure of return information
by a third party, which is an allegation of a potential violation of .R.C. § 7213.
Therefore, pursuant to I.R.C. § 6103, TIGTA can neither admit nor deny the existence of
any records responsive to your current request.



Moreover, we note that this request asks for information which was encompassed in
previous FOIA requests you made to TIGTA." A review of TIGTA Disclosure Branch
indices revealed you previously submitted FOIA requests (case numbers #2012-FOI-
00205 and 2012-FOI-00232) to TIGTA on August 9, and September 21, 2012,
respectively, seeking information that encompasses items 1-3 of your current request.
Furthermore, you appealed TIGTA's initial decisions (2012-APP-00025 and 2013-APP-
00004) on September 21, and December 3, 2012, respectively. Your requests and
subsequent appeals for this information have been addressed by TIGTA previously and
a copy of each decision is enclosed for your reference.

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights.
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter.
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as
follows:

Freedom of Information Act Appeal

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration
Office of Chief Counsel

City Center Building

1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469

Washington, DC 20005

No fees were assessed in the processing of this request because the cost incurred was
less than $25.00, the threshold set by Treasury’s FOIA regulation.

If you have any questions, please contact Government Information Specialist Monica
Frye at (202) 622-2738 and refer to case number 2013-FOI-00144.

Sincerely,
ﬂ%m;ége
Monica Frye

(for) Amy P. Jones
Disclosure Officer

Enclosures

! Because it is TIGTA policy to process requests for information under the statute that provides the
greatest access to the requested records, we processed your prior requests under the FOIA.



Information on a TIGTA Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From
the Freedom of Information Act - 5 U.S.C. § 552

Appeal Rights

You may file an appeal with the Treasury inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) within 35 days after
we (1) determine to withhold records, (2) determine that no records exist, or (3) deny a fee waiver or a favorable
fee category. If some records are released at a later date, you may file within 35 days after the date the last
records were released. The appeal must be in writing, must be signed by you, and must contain the following
information: your name and address; description of the requested records; date of the initial request (and a copy,
if possible); date of the letter denying the request (and a copy, if possible). You should mail your appeal to:

Freedom of Information Act Appeal

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration
Office of Chief Counsel

City Center Building

1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469

Washington, DC 20005

Judicial Review

If we deny your appeal, or .if we do not send you a reply within 20 days (not counting Saturdays, Sundays, or legal
public holidays) after the date we receive the appeal, you may file a complaint with the U.S. District Court in the
district where (1) you reside, (2) your principal place of business is located, or (3) the records are located. You
may also file in the District Court for the District of Columbia.

The court will treat your complaint according to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (F.R.C.P.). Service of
process is governed by Rule 4(d)(4) and (5), which requires that a copy of the summons and complaint be (1)
personally served on the United State Attorney for the district in which the lawsuit is brought; (2) sent by
registered or certified mail to the Attorney General of the United States at Washington, C.C.; and (3) sent by
registered or certified mail to:

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration
Office of Chief Counsel

City Center Building

1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469

Washington, DC 20005

In such a court case, the burden is on the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration to justify withholding
the requested records, determining that no records exist, or denying a fee waiver or a favorable fee category.
The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs incurred by
the person who takes the case to court and who substantially prevails. You will have substantially prevailed if the
court determines, among other factors, that you had to file the lawsuit to obtain the records you requested and
that the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration had no reasonable grounds to withhold the records.
See Internal Revenue Service Regulations 26 CFR 601.702 for further details.

Exemptions
The Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, does not apply to matters that are:

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive Order to be kept secret in the
interest of national defense or foreign policy and

(B) are, in fact, properly classified under such an Executive Order;



	National Organization for Marriage
	INVESTIGATION REQUEST to DOJ with Attachments-7
	Privacy Act Request Response-3

