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Statement:	
  

Last	
  week,	
  the	
  IRS	
  admitted	
  to	
  unfairly	
  targeting	
  conservative	
  groups,	
  including	
  the	
  Richmond	
  Tea	
  Party.	
  
For	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  over	
  two	
  years,	
  from	
  December	
  of	
  2009	
  to	
  July	
  of	
  2012,	
  IRS	
  officials	
  intentionally	
  
obstructed	
  our	
  organization’s	
  attempts	
  to	
  qualify	
  for	
  a	
  simple	
  tax-­‐exempt	
  status,	
  at	
  the	
  cost	
  of	
  hundreds	
  
of	
  man	
  hours	
  and	
  thousands	
  of	
  dollars.	
  A	
  large	
  group	
  of	
  volunteers	
  produced	
  over	
  500	
  pages	
  of	
  
documentation,	
  but	
  still,	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  enough.	
  In	
  addition,	
  intrusive	
  and	
  improper	
  demands	
  were	
  made	
  for	
  
personal	
  information	
  about	
  our	
  volunteers,	
  which	
  not	
  only	
  invaded	
  privacy,	
  but	
  encroached	
  upon	
  their	
  
constitutional	
  rights	
  to	
  free	
  speech	
  and	
  free	
  association.	
  Our	
  organization	
  not	
  only	
  lost	
  potential	
  donors,	
  
due	
  to	
  fear	
  of	
  invasion	
  of	
  privacy,	
  it	
  was	
  diverted	
  from	
  its	
  primary	
  mission	
  of	
  political	
  advocacy	
  and	
  
education	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  square	
  (an	
  invaluable	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  democratic	
  process).	
  This	
  is	
  abusive	
  
government	
  overreach	
  at	
  its	
  worst,	
  and	
  is	
  a	
  matter	
  which	
  should	
  deeply	
  concern	
  Americans	
  of	
  all	
  
political	
  affiliations	
  who	
  value	
  their	
  privacy	
  and	
  personal	
  freedom.	
  Government	
  is	
  like	
  a	
  river.	
  When	
  
contained	
  within	
  its	
  boundaries,	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  useful	
  resource	
  to	
  be	
  tapped	
  for	
  the	
  benefit	
  of	
  mankind.	
  But,	
  
when	
  it	
  swells	
  in	
  size,	
  and	
  overflows	
  its	
  banks,	
  it	
  is	
  an	
  irresistible	
  force	
  that	
  destroys	
  everything	
  in	
  its	
  
path,	
  and	
  leaves	
  only	
  sorrow	
  in	
  its	
  wake.	
  We	
  must	
  take	
  this	
  opportunity	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  constitutionally	
  
limited	
  Republic,	
  as	
  handed	
  down	
  by	
  our	
  Founding	
  Fathers.	
  If	
  you	
  really	
  wish	
  to	
  prevent	
  further	
  abuses	
  
by	
  the	
  IRS,	
  please	
  consider	
  not	
  just	
  the	
  simplification	
  of	
  our	
  current	
  tax	
  system,	
  but	
  a	
  fundamental	
  
transformation	
  to	
  a	
  consumer-­‐based	
  system	
  of	
  collecting	
  revenue.	
  	
  We	
  need	
  a	
  system	
  so	
  fair,	
  and	
  so	
  
simple,	
  that	
  the	
  potential	
  for	
  abuses	
  of	
  this	
  sort	
  is	
  eliminated.	
  The	
  Richmond	
  Tea	
  Party	
  calls	
  for	
  a	
  full	
  
investigation	
  into	
  the	
  abuse	
  of	
  power	
  by	
  the	
  IRS.	
  We	
  also	
  encourage	
  all	
  members	
  of	
  Congress	
  to	
  restore	
  
the	
  Republic	
  to	
  its	
  constitutional	
  boundaries,	
  enforce	
  stringent	
  fiscal	
  responsibility,	
  and	
  to	
  put	
  into	
  place	
  
a	
  means	
  whereby	
  our	
  representatives	
  are	
  held	
  accountable.	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  consideration.	
  

	
  

	
  


