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January 12, 2016 

  

  
The Honorable John Fleming 

2182 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
  

Dear Congressman Fleming: 
  

On behalf of more than seven million senior citizen activists, the 60 Plus Association offers our most 
sincere thanks and appreciation for your continued leadership and support of H.R. 1397, Seniors' Tax 
Simplification Act of 2015. 

  
With the continued struggle of America's elderly to meet their current economic challenges, it is crucial 

that there be a tax form for seniors to file that will ease their reporting requirements pertaining to Social 
Security and that will allow for simpler and hassle free tax reporting.  The 1040 EZ form which allows 
the IRS to properly calculate either liabilities or refunds is insufficient for seniors, as that form does not 

include a line for pension and Social Security income. 
  

Fortunately, the “Form 1040SR” in your legislation, will include a line for pension and Social Security 
income.  Seniors deserve and need a new form that is more user friendly for those over the age of 65. 
  

We will continue to alert our senior citizen activists of the importance of this bill and will be 
encouraging them to contact their Members of Congress to join you in co-sponsoring this important 

piece of legislation.  Once again, we thank you for your leadership on this issue. 
  

Sincerely, 

  

 
  Matthew Kandrach 

                                                                          Vice-President 
 



 
 

March 18, 2015 
 
The Honorable John Fleming      The Honorable Gwen Graham 
4th District, Louisiana       2nd District, Florida 
2182 Rayburn House Office Building     1213 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515       Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Representative Fleming and Representative Graham,  
 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of AMAC, the Association of Mature American Citizens, I am writing to 
offer strong support for your bill, H.R. 1397, the “Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act of 2015.”  This timely 
legislation is not just great for American seniors but is a positive first step in simplifying the tax code in America. 
 
Representing both currently retired and older working citizens, AMAC greatly appreciates and values any bill that 
looks to simplify the tax code for hardworking mature Americans.  In an era of increased federal tax regulations 
and growing revenue reporting standards, American seniors and prospective retirees should not be unnecessarily 
burdened with administrative government paperwork that is complicated, confusing, and/or redundant.  
 
AMAC firmly believes that the “Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act of 2015” is the exact type of commonsense 
legislation that should be generated and embraced by elected Members of Congress.  H.R. 1397 will make it 
easier for older Americans to file their taxes quickly and efficiently, and it will not cost the U.S. taxpayer or use 
federal revenue to be implemented.  Looking ahead, H.R. 1397 can also serve as a practical, real-world model for 
wider simplification of the U.S. tax code, which is desperately needed. 
 
Thanks to your innovative thinking, leadership, and concerned attention, AMAC is proud to support H.R. 1397, 
the “Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act of 2015.”  AMAC believes this bill is a critical piece of legislation that will 
go a long way in improving and easing the lives of mature Americans and seniors – especially around tax-time.  
We strongly urge complete passage of this bill by the U.S. Congress as quickly as possible. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Dan Weber 
President and Founder of AMAC 
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January 8, 2016 

 
Dear Member of Congress:  
 
I urge you to support and co-sponsor H.R. 1397, the “Seniors’ Tax Simplification 
Act,” sponsored by Congressman John Fleming, M.D. (R-La.).  
 
This legislation creates a new, simplified tax form, the 1040SR, available to 
seniors who receive the majority of their income through social security benefits.  
 
This tax form will make compliance easier for many of the more than 23 million 
seniors who file taxes each year and includes information for the most common 
types of income reported by seniors - interest, dividends, capital gains, Social 
Security benefits, pension payments, IRA distributions, wages, and 
unemployment compensation.   
 
A similar form designed to make filing easier already exists, the 1040-EZ, which is 
used by almost 5 million households each year. Given the success of this form in 
simplifying the tax code for younger workers, there is no reason that seniors 
should not be given this same assistance. 

There is a clear need to provide this simplification. Each year, compliance with 
the tax code costs Americans six billion hours and $168 billion. This legislation will 
help reduce complexity and give seniors access to a more efficient and 
streamlined process. 

I urge you to support the Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act, and help reduce the cost 
of complying with the overly complex tax code. 

To co-sponsor, please contact Katie Doherty at Katie.Doherty@mail.house.gov or 
at (202) 225-2777. 

 

Onward, 

 
 
Grover G. Norquist 
President, Americans for Tax Reform 
 
 

mailto:Katie.Doherty@mail.house.gov


 
 

March 18, 2015 
 

The Honorable John Fleming    The Honorable Gwen Graham 
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
2182 Rayburn House Office Building   1213 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
  
Dear Doctor Fleming and Representative Graham: 
 
On behalf of the members of National Taxpayers Union (NTU), I write to endorse H.R. 1397, your 
“Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act.” This legislation would create a new 1040SR form that simplifies tax 
filing requirements for seniors, who often have multiple sources of non-wage income not accounted for 
under the standard 1040EZ. 
 
While the creation of a new tax form is sometimes cause for concern among taxpayers, in this instance, 
H.R. 1397 would ease the pain of the annual filing ritual for many seniors. NTU’s 2014 tax complexity 
study found that Americans spent more than 6.1 billion hours complying with our federal tax laws. All 
that time, combined with billions spent on tax software and other out-of-pocket costs, puts the total 
burden of compliance at a staggering $224.3 billion a year – just for federal income taxes alone. 
 
By using the 1040EZ form, rather than the “long” form 1040, many taxpayers have been able to 
streamline their tax filing by avoiding detailed deductions and other time-consuming calculations. 
However, the 1040EZ form doesn’t take into account pensions or Social Security; two forms of income 
that are among the most common for seniors in their retirement. The proposed 1040SR form keeps the 
same basic model of the simplified 1040EZ with added lines to include Social Security, retirement 
benefits, interest, and capital gains. This provides a streamlined solution – at no additional net cost to 
taxpayers – for seniors, who can be especially hard-hit by the financial and technical considerations 
involved in the filing process. 
 
Tax compliance shouldn’t be an expensive logistical nightmare for citizens. To help spur economic 
growth and international competitiveness, our current federal, state, and local tax systems should be 
replaced with alternatives that are less complex, less burdensome, and less economically harmful. 
Americans need comprehensive tax reform that results in a fairer, flatter system.  
 
Until a top-to-bottom overhaul of the tax laws can be completed, H.R. 1397 would be a step in the right 
direction by providing immediate relief for seniors. NTU is pleased to endorse the “Seniors’ Tax 
Simplification Act” and urges all Representatives to cosponsor this legislation. 

 
Sincerely, 

  
Nan Swift 
Federal Affairs Manager 
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