
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 29, 2021 
 
The Honorable Charles P. Rettig 
Commissioner  
Internal Revenue Service 
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20224  
 
 
Dear Commissioner Rettig, 
 
We are shocked to find out that the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) believes certain bible 
teachings are “affiliated with the [Republican] party and candidates” and used this as a basis to 
deny tax exempt status to a non-profit organization.1 This is particularly concerning given the 
agency’s prior history of targeting tax exempt groups for additional scrutiny based on their 
perceived political affiliation. This Committee will not stand idly by and let the IRS target 
taxpayers and politicize their religious beliefs. The IRS was weaponized before and it could 
happen again. 
 
The IRS denial letter singles out Christians Engaged, the organization applying for tax exempt 
status, because the agency views bible teachings to be Republican-affiliated.  Although the IRS 
letter acknowledges that Christians Engaged “educate(s) voters on what the bible says about 
issues,” the IRS views those educational activities as “not neutral” because the topics are 
supposedly Republican-affiliated. There are major concerns with this approach. First, it is widely 
known that Democrats also have strongly held religious beliefs. Even this week, White House 
Press Secretary Jen Psaki described President Biden as “a strong man of faith” and described his 
beliefs as something not to be viewed “through a political prism.”2  Given the strongly held 
beliefs in biblical teachings by politicians on both sides of the aisle, it is unfounded to conclude 
that biblical teachings are affiliated with any particular political party. 
 
This approach to examining tax-exempt status applications is a dangerous one. The Bible teaches 
that murder is wrong. Will the IRS deny tax-exempt status to groups working to reduce violent 
crime in local communities? The Bible teaches that people should care for their elders. Will the 
IRS consider revoking tax-exempt status for groups that support and promote elder care? The 
Bible teaches that one should do to others what you would have them do to you. Will the IRS 
revoke the tax-exempt status of organizations designed to combat child bullying? Concluding 

 
1 https://firstliberty.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Christians-Engaged-IRS-Determination-Letter_Redacted.pdf  
2 https://www.politico.com/news/2021/06/21/biden-catholic-faith-495361  



that biblical teachings are “affiliated” with a political party simply because a party may take a 
position that in some way overlaps with a particular teaching in the Bible would lead to the 
absurd results suggested above.  
 
Additionally, the IRS appears to be back to picking winners and losers. The agency denied tax-
exempt status to Christians Engaged, which seeks to empower individuals to pray, vote, and 
engage in “some form of political education or activism.” Yet the IRS recognizes the exempt 
status of similarly situated groups advocating to “increase participation in each and every 
election” and “foster civic engagement,” such as When We All Vote, created by Michelle 
Obama.  This discrepancy is alarming and warrants further explanation. Given our serious 
concerns, please provide the following: 
 

1. A list of groups that were denied tax-exempt status for being “affiliated with the 
[Republican] party and candidates” since 2019. 
 

2. A list of organizations that were granted tax-exempt status and had a mission of 
increasing voter participation and civic education. 
 

3. A briefing by the Tax Exempt and Government Entities Group on the process currently 
used to evaluate applications for tax-exempt status like the one submitted by Christians 
Engaged. 
 

Thank you for your time and attention to this serious matter. We request a response by July 9th. 
Should you need any further information about this request, please contact Rachel Kaldahl or 
Sean Clerget at 202-225-4021. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Kevin Brady 
Republican Leader 
Committee on Ways and Means   
 
 

 
__________________________ 
Mike Kelly 
Republican Leader 
Subcommittee on Oversight 
Committee on Ways and Means 

 
 


