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To require validation of electronic filing identification numbers used to
electronically file tax returns and other documents.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 10, 2026
Mr. ESTES (for himself and Mr. PANETTA) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL

To require validation of electronic filing identification num-
bers used to electronically file tax returns and other

documents.

[E—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “EFIN Verification Act
of 2026,

SEC. 2. VALIDATION OF ELECTRONIC FILING IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBERS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this section:
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(1) EFIN.—The term “EFIN” or ‘“electronic
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filing identification number” means the unique iden-
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tifier issued by the Secretary to authorize a person
or entity to electronically file returns or other docu-
ments with the Secretary on behalf of taxpayers.

(2) RETURN OR OTHER DOCUMENT.—The term
“return or other document” means—

(A) any return of Federal tax, and

(B) except as provided by the Secretary,
any other document required to be filed with
the Secretary under the Internal Revenue Code

of 1986.

(3) SPECIFIED VALIDATOR.—The term ‘‘speci-
fied validator” means any entity (including software
providers, State tax agencies, and financial institu-
tions) if the Secretary determines that such entity
having access to the program established under sub-
section (¢) (and the information available through
such program) is consistent with the purposes of
this section.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘“‘Secretary’” means
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Secretary’s del-
egate.

(b) VALIDATION REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An EFIN may not be used

to electronically file any return or other document

unless the Secretary has confirmed that such EFIN
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has been validated by the Secretary or a specified
validator as active and authorized in accordance with
the program established under subsection (¢).

(2) VALIDATION THROUGH ELECTRONIC FILING
SOFTWARE.—Software which enables the electronic
filing of returns or other documents with the Sec-
retary—

(A) shall require validation of an EFIN
through such software prior to the electronice fil-
ing of any return or other document, and

(B) shall not permit such electronic filing
unless such EFIN has been validated under the
program established under subsection (c).

(¢) VALIDATION PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall develop
a program for the validation of EFIN.

(2) TIMING AND FREQUENCY OF VALIDA-
TION.—The Secretary shall validate an EFIN—

(A) prior to the initial use of such EFIN
for electronic filing, and

(B) at such intervals, or upon such events,
as the Secretary determines appropriate, to en-
sure the continued validity and integrity of such
EFIN.

(3) REAL-TIME VALIDATION SYSTEM.—
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1 (A) IN GENERAL.—The program estab-
2 lished under this subsection shall provide a real-
3 time system for the validation of KFINs.

4 (B) SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS.—The system

5 provided under subparagraph (A) shall—

6 (1) provide immediate confirmation of

7 the validity status of an EFIN at the time

8 a validation request is made,

9 (i1) confirm whether an EFIN is ac-
10 tive and authorized or has been suspended,
11 revoked, or otherwise identified as com-
12 promised or ineligible, and
13 (111) be designed to support secure,
14 automated, and high-volume validation re-
15 quests, ncluding usage by large-scale tax
16 preparation software systems.

17 (C) AccEss.—The Secretary shall make
18 such system available in a secure and standard-
19 ized manner to persons authorized to submit
20 validation requests.

21 (d) AuTHORITY TO DISCLOSE INFORMATION TO

22 SPECIFIED VALIDATORS.

23 (1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6103(k) of the In-
24 ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding
25 at the end the following new paragraph:
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“(16) DISCLOSURES FOR EFIN
VERIFICATION.—The Secretary may disclose to spec-
ified validators (as defined in section 2(a)(3) of the
EFIN Verification Act of 2026) such information
from the program established under section 2(¢) of
such Act as may be necessary for such validators to
validate an EFIN as active and authorized.”.

(2) SAFEGUARDS.

Section 6103(p)(4) of such
Code is amended by striking “(k)(10) or (15)” each
place it appears and inserting ‘““(k)(10), (15), or
(16)”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply to disclosures made after
the date that is 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in sub-
section (d), this section shall apply to returns and other
documents filed with respect to taxable years beginning
after the date that is 2 years after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act.
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